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civil rights, our rights, and the Constitution

W have, in ny |last statenent, would |ike
for soneone to look into this fromthe Justice
Departnment to support us.

Thank you very much for your tine.

CHAlI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you

M. Stiegler.

MR STIEGER  Stiegler

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Stiegler.

MR STIEGLER M nane is Doug Stiegler.
I"'mthe Director of the Famly Protection Lobby in the
State of Maryland, represent famlies, about 15,000
people, in the state.

In several of our newsletters in the past
three years, we've addressed the ganbling issue, and
in each one of those |'ve always gotten responses to
no casi nos, no ganbling, no expansion, and not one
that says, "W want it."

Does that mean that these people don't
ganble? | don't think so. They bet on the Super
Bowl . They bet their neighbor on the Super Bow and

that kind of a thing. They go to bingo. They even go
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to Atlantic Gty or Las Vegas.

But what it does mean is that they're
opposed to it for several reasons, and one is nora
decay. Mre and nore young peopl e are becom ng
addicted to ganbling all over the country. There's a
nunbi ng of the social conscience. The nessage is:
everybody's doing it. What's the big deal ?
Sonebody's got to win. It mght as well be ne.

Consequences for the ganbling are not
wei ghed.

The second is easy accessibility.
Initially casinos were in a far away place. A
conscious effort had to be made to go there. Most
peopl e are realizing that they don't want to have one
of these on the way honme fromwork. This could be a
problemin their comunities.

In the packet that | have prepared for you
there are two quarterly reports fromthe Del anare
Council on Gaming, Gami ng Problens. The highlights
show the increase in the nunber of calls to the
Ganbl i ng Probl em Comm ssion and al so that there are

nore fermales than males. Their main problemis with
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sl ot machi nes and nost of themare married, and this
is afamly issue, and that's what concerns nme and the
people that | represent.

CGovernment pronotion and encouragenent is
the third thing that people are concerned with. They
see an exanple of the state lotteries, which we have
in Maryland. It started out that in the first year
the lottery in 1973 was one weekly gane. It has
expanded every two to three years with l[ittle or no
| egi sl ative oversight. It just has taken hold because
it's been granted.

It nowhas a life of its own. There are
nuner ous i nstant games, scratch-off ganmes, pick threes
pl ayed twice daily, pick fours twice daily. Lotto is
$1 million twice weekly game. Match five has expanded
to seven days a week. Keno is played every five
m nutes, 19 hours a day in Maryl and.

These ganes take in over $1 billion, and
they're predominantly fromthe | ower income
conmuni ties. The |l owest |level of spending is fromthe
hi ghest i ncome counti es.

Wth ads |ike these, and these are out of
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the local Baltinore Sun, we can see that there's a
growi ng dependency fromthe state. These ads are paid
for with state dollars, taxpayer dollars.

The trend is that we want to see this
reversed at the state level and the local |evel where
gover nment shoul d be a protector and not a predator

And | thank you all for being involved
with us in this issue.

Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON JAMES: M. Hollingsworth

MR HOLLI NGSWORTH:  Thank you very much.

I"'mPierre Hollingsworth of the NAACP of
Atlantic Gty and also a former city conmi ssi oner when
gam ng was passed in the Gty of Atlantic Cty.

This year represents 21 years since the
passage of gaming in Atlantic Gty. Many of the
residents of Horace Bryant, Jr. Drive, the West Side,
Monroe, Venice Park, this same | agoon area supported
and voted for gaming for the job opportunities and
econom ¢ devel opnent that was presented.

Organi zati ons t hroughout this threatened

area have adjusted to the traffic down OChio Avenue,
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