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local level, the state level. W' re happy that you as
a Commission will study the noney and the muscle and
the pressure we have felt as citizens.

W | ook forward to working with you
Thanks for being here

CHAl RPERSON JAMES: Barbara -- and pl ease
help ne with the correct pronunciation. |Is it
Kni ckel bei n.

M5. KNI CKELBEIN:  Kni ckel bei n.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES:  Kni ckel bei n.

M5. KNI CKELBEIN: CGood afternoon,

di sti ngui shed nenbers of the Comm ssion. M nane is
Bar bara Kni ckel bein. [I'mthe Maryland State

Coordi nator for NCAGE and the chair of the Church and
Soci ety Commi ssion of the Aen Burnie United Methodi st
Chur ch.

I've come before you today to voice ny
deep concern as an Anerican about the rapid expansion
of ganbling in this country in the |ast few years and
its negative econonm c and social imnmpact on society.

Attached to ny witten statenent is a

letter to the editor | had published recently in the
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Bal ti nore Sun showi ng just one day of the 20 to 30
ganbling related articles I read from nai nstream
newspapers and nagazi ne on a daily basis.

The nore | read, the nore |I becone al arned
with its proliferation in ny state, the neighboring
states, and throughout this country. Yes, ganbling
does appear to bring jobs and noney to sone areas, but
it brings with it far nmuch nore trouble than it's
wort h.

I've been fighting this battle on nothing
but econom c and social grounds. Yet time and time
agai n, because | am an active | eader in ny |oca
church the press refers to it as a noney versus norals
fight, and lest you think this is nothing but a
conservative Christian fight, 1'd like to draw your
attention to the fact that the PBS show "Front Line"
and the ultra liberal Mther Jones Magazi ne recently
showed the down side of ganmbling. Mdther Jones, July-
August ' 97 online nagazi ne gives a state-by-state
accounting of the obscene ampunt of noney the ganbling
i ndustry spends on | obbying efforts and canpai gn

contri butions.
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What is the average citizen to think?

VWhat am | to think? |Is our governnent truly for sale?

Since there is no nmassive grassroots
efforts supporting ganmbling, then why is there so nuch
attention on this subject? Frankly, noney equals
access, and the ganbling industry with its deep
pockets has the ear of our |awnrakers.

All we're asking is that the ganbling
i ndustry tells the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth. Wen they approach our | egislators,
they often pull revenue figures out of thin air and
don't offer proof to the validity of those figures.

They al so downplay or totally ignore the
negati ve econoni ¢ and social inpact that their so-
call ed product brings to an area.

I"mvery optimstic about the m ssion of
thi s distinguished Comm ssion. You truly have our
country's future in your hands. W urge that |ega
and factual studies be conducted that are not funded
by the ganbling industry, show ng the good, the bad,
and the ugly.

VWhat we need fromyou is a commitnment to
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find that truth and a commtnent to stemthe purchase
of influence. Armed with the truth and on a | evel

playing field, we are confident that our |egislators
will better be able to nmake prudent decisions in the
future and will see clearly that the bad and the ugly

far outwei gh any good that gamnbling expansion brings.

Thank you.
CHAlI RPERSON JANES: Murrell -- is that
correct? -- Murrell Watkins.

MR WATKINS: Mirrell Watkins.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Murrel | Watkins.
Wl cone.

MR. WATKINS: Thank you.

The inpact of ganbling in Atlantic Cty.
| feel that the ganbling has affected the bl ack
conmuni ty and bl ack businesses in the resort. The
destruction of the mnority community due to the
i mprovenent of roadway access routes and the new
Convention Center, the proposal of building a tunnel
t hrough a stabl e bl ack nei ghborhood, rel ocating people
i n Baccarat Boul evard, residents in Pitney Village

must be rel ocated by the end of Septenber 1997.
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