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COW SSI ONER W LHELM Lacy Thonpson? Thank you for
bei ng here, M. Thonpson.

MR, THOVPSON: Thank you. | don't have the
conpelling story that Ms. Bray has or certainly not the stack of
information that Representative Jenkins has or the standing that
the last other tw gentlenen have had, but what | am is a
lifetime resident of this state. I love this state, built a
career here, want to stay here, and so ganbling is a concern to
the extent that it is available in our state now So |
appreci ate the opportunity to cone and to have a brief comment
with the Comm ssion.

| nmust say |'ma little nystified even about the need
for such a Conm ssion. | think about if we were discussing a
drug that had been developed to inprove people's outlook and
noods and we found that that drug had side effects where it would
actually kill sonme people or drive others into spirals of
depression that would lead them to | ose hones and famlies and
jobs and | ead themto steal and kill and cheat just to get nore
of the drug, would we even discuss whether we should nake it
wi dely and easily avail able, and woul d we have our public |eaders
endorsing it and advocating it, and would we just insist that the
harmit was doing to those few people was worth what good it was
doing? | don't think we woul d.

But that's what we've done with ganbling. W' ve gone
into business wth it, we've legalized it and nmade it so
available that it's pervasive, and there are people who have
suffered. 1'man editor with the Loui siana Baptist Newspaper and
|"ve interviewed sonme of them that have |ost thousands of
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dollars, that have ended up in jail because of their ganbling
problenms and their addictions, and those are real people and
their lives are worth sonething, and we seemto be saying in many
ways that they're not worth as nuch as the profit we can make
from |l egalized ganbling. And | don't think that's the right
message to be giving.

And | know there are nmany reasons for opposing
| egal i zed ganbling. | guess | wanted to cone today just to say |
have three very personal ones, and those are ny sons, and |'m
trying to pass on to them sone of the sanme |essons, values ny
father instilled in me: hard work, honesty, |oyalty, conmtnent,
per sever ance, ki ndness, conpassion. | want ny sons to |earn that
the answer to hard tinmes is hard work, and that the secret to
success is having a dream and doi ng what you can and working to
achieve that. But that's not the |esson that we're teaching with
ganbling in Louisiana.

We have hard problens in this state, |ike any other
state, but instead of attacking them with hard work, | think
we've opted for the easy answer of ganbling in many ways,
insisting that its noney is going to solve everything. And
i nstead of enabling our people to reach their dreans, we've told
themto forget hard work and take a chance on a mracle and just

count on fantasy.

|"m sorry but those are lessons | will not teach ny
sons. | want themto grow up with better values than that, and |
want Louisiana to be a better state than that. | think it's tine
that we all |ooked ourselves and our problenms head on and we do

what ny dad taught nme to do when | was growi ng up: He said
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There cones a tinme when you just roll up your sleeves and nmake a
little dust in the world and do sonet hi ng.

And | think it's time we did that, it's tine to get
to work and make Louisiana what it can be, what it should be. |
think we can only do that w thout ganbling, and | think we need
to do that, if for no other reason than the sake of our children.
Thank you very nuch

COW SSI ONER W LHELM Thank you very nuch, M.

Thonpson, for being here and for your testinony.
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