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CHAI RVAN JAMES: Wl cone to the fifth on-site neeting
of the National Ganbling Inpact Study Conm ssion. M nane is Kay
Janmes, and on behalf of the Commssion, I'd like to call this
meeting back to order and declare that we do have a quorum to
conduct today's business.

For many of you this nmay be the first tinme that
you' ve had an encounter with the work of the Conm ssion, and so |
will take a few mnutes just to brief you about who we are and
what we've been tasked to do.

| want to acknow edge that whether or not you are a
speaker here to testify or soneone who's |ooking forward to our
public conment period that your presence here today is absolutely
vital to the work that we do and is very nuch appreci at ed.

The issue of legal ganbling is a source of nuch
public policy debate and it's an issue whose inportance wll
i ncrease over the next few years. Understandably, nany Americans
are seeking information about the social and the econom c inpact
of legalized ganbling. One indication of that increasing
interest was the creation of this Comm ssion.

Anot her sign of the growing interest of this issue is
the tremendous | evel of contact that the Conm ssion has had with
nearly every sector of society and every sector of governnent.
Lawrakers across the nation, as well as concerned citizens and
community | eaders, are |ooking forward to the research findings
of this Comm ssion.

In fact, the last conprehensive national study
conducted by the Federal Government on this particular issue
occurred over two decades ago.
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We are now in the process of gathering information to

hel p public policy makers understand the nature and the scope and

the inpact of |l|egalized ganbling. The nine nenbers of the

Comm ssion were appointed by the president, the speaker of the

House, and the Senate mmjority | eader. Each nmenber has shown a

great dedication to our examnation of the nmany issues
surroundi ng | egalized ganbling.

Previously we've conducted neetings in Wshington,

D.C.; we've also traveled to Atlantic CGty, Boston, Chicago,

Del mar and Tenpe to conduct on-site hearings.

Yesterday we were in Biloxi, Mssissippi, and the
Commission will then travel to Nevada in Novenber. These site
visits will aid us in our main task which is the subm ssion of a

final report to the president, the Congress, state governors,
Native American tribal governnents, and the rest of the nation on
June 18 of 1999.

| should tell you that when the Conm ssion devel oped
its schedule of site visits, we did not intend to visit every
type of ganbling establishnent across the country; to do so would
take far longer than the two years that we've been given. And we
recognize the inportant distinctions anobng and between the
vari ous types of casinos, betting parlors, and lottery ganes; we
recognize these differences and wll <continue to work to
under stand t hem

But our principal task is to study the social and the
econom ¢ inpact of legalized ganbling on our nation; that's why

we've cone to New Ol eans today. There's nuch to learn here and
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we |ook forward to the debate and to the discussion and to
receiving your testinony.

We've invited governnent officials who can enlighten
us about the variables that weigh heavily in public policy

decisions; we've invited advocates for and against |egalized

ganbling in order to get a full range of opinions; and we've
invited citizens who have a conpelling story to tell. Each
person who will testify today has a viewpoint and we want to hear

and we want to respectfully consider their views.

We've crafted topical panels to allow for focused
di scussi on. Yesterday in Biloxi our panels |ooked at: Ganbling
and the National Econony, Ganbling and Econonical Depressed
Communities; and Ganbling and Crine. Today our opening panel is
Pat hol ogi cal Ganbl i ng: Met hods of Treatnent and Prevention; we
will ook at State Regulation: Pronoting versus Restricting the
| ndustry; then the Commission wll continue our two-day
di scussion on Ganbling and Crine. Finally, we will be honored by
t he appearance of several local officials, and the day will close
Wi th our business neeting and public comment peri od.

As in the past, I'd like to express ny gratitude to
each of ny fellow comm ssioners for their commtnent to the idea
of public service and their dedication to the work of this
Conmi ssi on. | want to thank Conm ssioners Lanni and Dobson for
their contributions concerning the issues of pathol ogica
ganbling and ganbling and crine. | also want to extend ny
appreciation to the rest of the conmi ssioners for chairing and
serving on the various subcomm ttees.
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In our comm ssion discussion, ny responsibility as
chair is to protect the right of all sides to be heard, and |
| ook forward to doing that today as we respectfully receive your
t esti nony.
In closing, I'd like to thank Governor Foster, the
State of Louisiana, Mayor Morial and the Gty of New Ol eans for
their hospitality and cooperation in hosting our neeting. ' ve
been to New O | eans before.

In fact, | rem nded the staff |ast night that we could
pretty nmuch eat anywhere we |i ke because | had a key to the city
that was presented the last tine | was here by the mayor in
anot her capacity. It hangs on nmy office wall and it's sonething
that 1'mvery proud of, and so |I'mdelighted to be back in New
Oleans. And | still haven't figured out exactly what that key
opens, but we did get excellent service and had a wonderful tine

| ast night.
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