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CHAl RVAN JAMES: Dr. Jerry Gentry.

DR.  CGENTRY: Good evening, Madam Chairperson and
comm ssi on nenbers. My nane is Dr. Jerry Centry and | serve as
the nedical director for the Methodist Medical Conplex in
Robi nsonville, M ssissippi, located in the northern part of our
st at e.

I'd like to share with you sone insights in regards
to the effect of gamng on the health care delivery system in
Tuni ca County.

| can tell you from a personal standpoint that the
effect has indeed been inmeasurable. As a native of Tunica
County, | can renmenber that if you got ill or suffered sonme sort
of trauma either late in the evening or late at night, you either
had to drive all the way up to Menphis, Tennessee, which is about
35 mles to the north of Tunica County, or 35 mles south of
Tuni ca County to C arksdale, M ssissippi.

And for either one of those trips, you' d have to fill
up the gas tank in your car because the gas stations were few and
far between in either direction,

But now, all this changed with the opening of Tunica
County's first 24-hour urgent care walk-in medical facility, of
which | have the privilege of directing. In the past two years
since |I've returned home to M ssissippi and Tunica County, we've
seen an enornous growh in our patient |oad.

To give you sonewhat of an idea, from the year-to-
date figures from 1997 to 1998, the difference is approximtely
from 2,000 to 3,800 patients seen at ny clinic. That's a growh
of over 82 percent. And of these nunbers, about one-half are

ei ther from casino enpl oyees or patrons.
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Additionally, a county anbul ance system operates out

of our clinic and approxi mtely one-half of those patients that

they transport to outlying nedical facilities also cone fromthe

casinos. But the clinic also serves the Tunica County residents
as well.

Approxi mately 24 percent of our patients are in the
pediatric age groups, and additionally, we see a significant
anount of acute trauma cases, worknen's conpensation patients, as
wel | as chronic <care type patients such as diabetics,
hypertensives and the |ike.

I'"'m not attributing out sole existence to the
presence of gamng in Tunica County but | am here to attest to
the fact that it has had and continues to have a profound effect
on the way the health care is being delivered.

And | think the key to delivering health care in
today's society is accessibility, which in our particular area
woul d not be available were it not for the patronage we receive
fromthe gam ng industry. Thank you

CHAI RVAN  JAMES: Thank you, Dr. Gentry. Chuck
Patton? |Is M. Patton here? That's the end of our list for

publ i c conment peri od.
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