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CHAl RMAN JAMES: M. Eddy Favre?

MR. FAVRE: Thank you. Madam Chai rwonman, conmi ssion
menbers, |'m Eddy Favre, nmayor of Bay St. Louis. As conmunity
| eaders, we all want the sane thing.

W want to carefully provide devel opnent of projects
that avoid wunnecessary disruption of traditional comunity
patterns and we want to provide a safe environnment which
enphasi zes a profound regard for our comunity life and the
val ues expressed in that life.

The Bay St. Louis gaming story is one of success.
Wth the arrival of casino magic, we have had nonies available to
nove into the fast track of preparation for the new mll ennium
This track supports our decade-old mission of progress wth
preservation and protection.

Qur daily lifestyle has benefited greatly from the
revenues generated by gam ng. Highlights of our acconplishnents
i ncl ude the follow ng:

City property taxes were reduced by 85 percent,
providing a direct benefit of this new industry for all our
residents, even those choosing never to cross the threshold of
casi no nagi c.

Sales tax revenues have increased by 100 percent
since the opening of casino magic in 1992. A renewed atnosphere
for new busi ness devel opnent and exi sting busi ness expansi on has
evol ved.

Over 1500 direct and indirect job opportunities, nost
with incone and benefits never before available, has been added

to what was a depressed job market in the 1980s. A 100 percent
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increase in police and fire service has elimnated the fears and
concerns normally associated with | egalized ganbling.

Bay St. Louis has invested over $11 nillion in a
maj or capital inprovenents program Qur new senior conplex was
built to neet the needs of our older population. We have
expanded and redeveloped our entire recreation program and
facilities, including construction of a new sports conplex to
nmeet the needs of our younger popul ation.

Over $6 million in drainage inprovenents solved many
| ong-standing flooding problens throughout the «city. The
creation of a new tourism bureau has brought new visitors to our
celebrated arts comunity and our revitalized historic old
dowmntown area. Not bad for a small city of 10,000 people with a
total pre-gam ng operating budget of only $4 mllion.

W can't have a shipyard the size of Ingalls to
support our future, nor can we have a state port located in the
Bay of St. Louis, but we can have a casino that rides the
currents of the bay. W do and it's worked magic in our city.

Local gam ng has neither destroyed the rel axed, small
town charm of Bay St. Louis, nor has it interfered with our
envi ronnent al | andscape. Bay St. Louis may be an exception to
the gaming city scenario but that's to be expected froma city
that considers itself a place apart.

Thank you for your kind attention and |, too, would
like to extend a personal invitation to each of you to conme see
firsthand the Bay St. Louis part of the M ssissippi mracle.

CHAI RVAN  JAMES: Thank you very nuch. I's Mayor

Ainsworth available? Is he here? Ckay.
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