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CHAI RVAN JAMES: Dr. Larry Drawdy?

MR DRAWDY: Madam Chair, nenbers of the conm ssion
| am Larry Drawdy, superintendent of schools in Biloxi and |
appreci ate the opportunity to address the commssion in regard to
the i npact of gam ng on the | ocal school district.

W are an advanced Level 1V accredited schoo
district, one of the largest school districts in the State of
M ssissippi, wth a student enrollnent of about 6300. W enpl oy
a licensed staff of 500 and a support staff of 450.

The district's budget for the current fiscal year is
approximately $47 mllion, with |local funding com ng of about 40
percent, based on | ast year's figures.

Under | egislation provided by the devel opnent of the
gam ng industry in the coast counties, a portion of the gam ng
revenue is dedicated to school districts in comunities where
gam ng exi sts.

For the past five and a half years, the Biloxi schoo
district has received approximately $3.2 mllion per year in
gami ng receipts, representing 7.5 percent of the district's
budget for the last fiscal year.

The mllage rate for the Biloxi School District is
the lowest in south Mssissippi and there has been no |ocal
property tax increase for the school districts in the |ast eight
years.

A major reason for the low mllage rate and no
requests for increases in local taxes to support the school
district is the district's utilization of the gam ng receipts to

fi nance various school projects.
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It has been the intent of the board of education and
the admnistration to utilize gam ng revenue nost directly for
instructional and support services to increase instructional
opportunities for students.

Gam ng receipts have helped permt the district to
provi de extensive curricular opportunities anong the broadest in
this state and to enploy 125 additional teachers above state
requi renents. Enpl oynent of nur ses, counsel ors, speci al
education assistants, librarians and personnel in specia
progranms have been facilitated through gam ng revenues.

W're often called upon, too, to provide special
assistance for needs for special children and we enploy
addi tional personnel to neet those needs. In addition, the
district has been able to use funds for renovation of science
| abs, foreign | anguage | aboratories, new buses, nedia technol ogy,
and ot her support and mai nt enance servi ces.

W serve a conmunity of approximately 78 to 80
percent of our people that do not have children between the ages
of 5 and 21, but we realize our community is growing and the
nunber of children in our district will continue to increase.
There is a vital need for |long-range plans to be assured
necessary support in order for these to be inplenented.

Briefly, the inpact of gamng on the Biloxi School
District has been dramatic. In these ways | hope 1've hel ped
descri be have been hel pful to you. They' ve hel ped us throughout

our community through the increase of jobs and inprovenment for

our infrastructure and growmh of our econony, and | believe it
has been a renmarkable success for our school district. Thank
you.
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CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you.
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