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CHAI RVAN JAMES: Maggi e LelLeaux?

MS. LeLEAUX: Madam Chair and conmm ssioners, good
eveni ng. "' m Maggi e LelLeaux, the director of the Mgration and
Refugee Center of Catholic Social and Comrunity Services under
t he auspices of the Catholic D ocese of Biloxi.

|'"'m here today to share with you the positive inpact
casino gam ng has had on our program since its passage in 1992
Before the casinos, there were no avail able jobs for our refugees
except in the seafood factories.

Al t hough the seafood industry has been a trenendous
opportunity to us and still is by allowing us to place refugees
wi t hout Engl i sh skills into i mredi at e enpl oynent , it,
unfortunately, requires long hours, offers no benefits, is only
seasonal enpl oynent and depends on the success of a good shrinp
season.

Since the approval of dockside gam ng along the Qulf
Coast, many opportunities have derived fromthis industry and we
therefore have a broad range of opportunities to assist our
refugee clients in finding gainful enploynent.

Wth <changes in our econony like increases in
i nsurance, nedical, housing costs and decreases in job security,
peopl e need jobs with higher wages and good benefits. The gam ng
i ndustry offers these opportunities.

For the past six years, we have been working with the
casino industry in placing refugees in good paying jobs wth
secure benefits. Each year we assist 400 to 500 refugees in
obt ai ni ng gai nful enploynent, thus decreasing their dependence on

the wel fare system
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W are proud to say that today there are only ten
refugee famlies in the whole state of Mssissippi who are
currently in the 10-F program

However, | do believe that there are pros and cons to
ganbl i ng. Peopl e should be educated about this industry and
understand that casinos should not be |ooked at as a get rich
qui ck schene but as a formof entertainnent.

| al so synpathize with those who have an addiction to
ganbling. Just a rem nder that we should all be honest and admt
that nore positive outcones have resulted from dockside gam ng
t han negati ve.

Also, | believe that no one is forced to ganble, and
if one does choose to do so, he or she nust accept the
responsibility for this choice, just |ike every choice we mnust
make daily.

Thus, it has been a trenmendous boon for our econony
and the whole state of Mssissippi and its people. | personally
have watched this growh as when | arrived on the coast 32 years
ago. M first thoughts were, what a beautiful place Biloxi could
be with the right opportunities.

From the inpact on ny program | believe the gam ng
industry is one of those right opportunities. W should all |ook
back when the casinos were not part of our econony and thank God
for this opportunity to give Mssissippi a chance for a brighter
future.

Thank you for allowing nme this chance to share ny
views on this inportant issue.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you.
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