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CHAI RMAN JAMES: L.M? Thank you.

L.M: Dear Conm ssioners, | now live in Louisiana
but the story that I'mtelling you today took place in Menphis,
Tennessee.

In 1996, ny husband and | owned a successful flora
busi ness, our honme, two autonobiles and we had noney in savings.
W felt that we had a good narriage and we |ooked forward to
retiring in a few years, returning to Louisiana to be near our
children, our famly and to begin to enjoy nore leisure tine
t oget her.

W both worked |ong hard hours, often late into the
eveni ngs and on weekends. W had an excellent credit rating and
we had the respect of all those who knew us. In the begi nning of
1997, we were separated; our business was failing; our savings
wer e gone; our hone was being forecl osed on.

One car was being repossessed and the other car had
been sold for cash wthout my signature. Qur life insurance
policy had been cashed in and the house no |onger had furniture
init. Nurmerous credit cards had been obtained and maxed out.
Some of these were obtained fraudulently and all wthout ny
know edge.

Nuner ous finance conpanies were attenpting to coll ect
nmoni es that we owed them Al of these charges were nade w thout
nmy know edge. Sone of those were obtained by forgery of my nane.

Local banks were attenpting to collect for overdrawn
checks. The casinos in Tunica, Mssissippi were attenpting to
collect for NSF checks, several thousands worth. The security

doors in our home had been renoved, probably sold for cash.
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Busi ness debts had been unpaid for nonths and ny
husband had di sappeared, because you see sonetine during the year
of 1996, ny husband had becone invol ved in ganbling.

The lies, the deceit, the betrayal, the |ength that
this person went to in order to cover his activities to deny his
actions was unbelievabl e. I lived in fear daily due to his
agitation and his outbursts of violence -- Dbroken doors,
overturned furniture, broken lanps, walls with holes in them

| haven't the words to describe the hell that ny life
becane on a daily basis. He told ne once that he was robbed
while delivering flowers and that another tinme that he -- his
nmer chandi se had been stolen from his vehicle, approximtely $900
worth of groceries -- of flowers which were roses.

One story was that he was carjacked by knifepoint,
forced to drive to Brinkley, Arkansas where he was stabbed and
robbed of $900, left in a cotton field while they drove away in
his van. According to his story, the van was later found in
Brinkley and returned to himby the police.

He used noney from our business for ganbling and
often he ganbled while he was supposed to be delivering flowers
to customers. There were |ong unexpl ained absences, whol e days
and nights that | didn't know where he was.

Later on after he sold all the furniture in the house
for ganmbling, he bought furniture, $4,400 worth, got a bank to
finance it for him and he resold the furniture, probably for
cash. Qur life insurance policy had been cashed in and spent.

Checks were cashed in large anpunts at |ocal grocery
stores where they knew him and believed himto be honest when he

knew there was no noney left in the bank. There were numerous
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purchases nmade at jewelry stores, which he did not pay for, and I
believe that they were pawned at pawn shops, this jewelry.

Qur conputer, our fax nachine, the printer, our
nmodem typewiter, all business equipnent had been sold either
for cash or it had been pawned. Qur books showed profit but the
nmoney wasn't there. Had he worked for soneone else, this would
have been call ed enbezzl enent.

There was evidence of the use of alcohol and drugs
al so after his ganbling began. Prior to that tinme, he had nine
years of sobriety in a recovery program and there seened to be a
direct correlation to the ganbling of his return to the use of
nood al tering chemi cal s.

I n August 1997, | was in bankruptcy court even though
| personally had never nmade a debt that | failed to pay nor was |
ever guilty of witing a check when | did not have sufficient
funds to cover it.

In October of that sane year, | was granted a divorce
by default, meaning that all attenpts to |ocate ny husband had
failed, on grounds of inappropriate marital behavior.

When what happened to nme happens in a comunity, who
suffers? Famlies, children, small businesses. | often wonder
what inpact ny personal situation had on those persons whose
survi val depended on noney that we owed them for their survival
noney that we owed them that we could not pay. How did they
survive?

There was one instance that | just want to share. It
was a floral wholesale that we bought flowers from The man had

cancer and he was in very |late stages.
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He was undergoi ng radi um and chenot herapy treatnents

for the second tinme, and his business was his only neans of
support and he was struggling to keep it alive because that was
the only inconme he had. And | found out that, after | filed

bankruptcy, we owed hi m $19, 000.

Now, | wonder what inpact that had on that famly.
How many -- how does one pick yourself up and start over? 1'm 63
years old. It's not likely to happen. How many turn to suicide?

How many turn to theft or even greater crines of robbery, nurder,
enbezzl enent? How many turn to al cohol and to drugs?

| know how it feels to lose practically everything
overnight. If it had not been for nmy faith in God and ny strong
survival instincts, | would not be here today. The shock of
finding all of this out in practically one day and to survive one
day, one nmonent at a tine, seened at tinmes |larger than nme, |arger
than | could ever handle.

My greatest loss, though, | sonetines feel, is the
loss of ny trust, trust in nyself and trust in others. Severa
nmont hs ago ny forner husband now, contacted nme in an attenpt to
make anends for what he had done.

He stated that he had lost the best things in his
life and that he knew when it was happening that he was | osing
them and yet he was unable to stop. He shared his struggle of
living daily with the know edge of what he had done and of not
being able to change it. He al so shared his feelings of shanme
and guilt for his actions.

| have recently retired. My only source of incone
was the business that we had that we |ost. I"'m retired on a

smal|l state incone retirenent and social security and the two
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t oget her equal $684. That's what | [ive on now. I no |onger
have health insurance or any nedical benefits.

When | see the effect that this had on ny famly, |
wonder what nessage are we giving our children? How can we teach
t hem about val ues, about work ethics, and yet support sonething
so opposed to everything good in life? Thank you.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you.
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