© 00 ~N oo o b~ w NP

N N DN DN N D DD D NMDN P PP PP PR,k
© oo N o o b~ W N P O ©o 00 N oo o~ wN -+, O

Septenber 10, 1998 N G1.S.C. Biloxi Meeting 123

CHAI RVAN JAMES:  Robi n?

ROBIN. First, let me say I'mglad to be here because
a good friend, Dr . Ri ck Beden, asked ne to do this
Unfortunately, he passed away about two and a half weeks ago. So
| hope that in sonme way ny testinony will honor his nenory. He
was a wonderful physician on the GQulf Coast and a wonderful man
as wel | .

Long before your conmm ssion was established or had
its first nmeeting, ny famly and | were experiencing the effects
of living with a conpul sive ganbler. Since the beginning of
1995, | had answered yes to all 20 of the quote, are you living
wi th a conpul sive ganbl er questi ons.

My conpul sive ganbler is ny husband, a forner attorney on the
M ssi ssi ppi Gul f Coast.

Unfortunately, not only is he plagued with his
ganbling addictions, but it is conpounded by his addiction to
al cohol. The final results of these two addictions have been a
break-up of our famly wunit, relationships danaged between a
father and three |ovely daughters, financial devastation and
extrene enotional distress between all fam |y nmenbers.

These destructive results and the story which | am
about to relay to you are things that have happened to either
nyself or ny famly nenbers as a direct result from ny husband's
ganbl i ng. | feel certain, however, that there are many nore
rel ati onships that have been severed, either personally or
professionally, as a result of his addictions.

My husband and | were married in February 1969. He
went to a treatnment center for alcoholismin the sumrer of 1982,

a very big mracle in ny life, and then began to spend the next
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12 years as a recovering alcoholic. He and I both went back to
college shortly after his release from the treatnent center,
while at the sane tinme managi ng three small daughters.

He obtained his |law degree and | received a teacher's
certificate in the State of Mssissippi. W began to rebuild our
lives together and for the next several years we had a life
filled with wonderful support fromfriends and famly.

We attended a wonderful Episcopal church in Qulfport,
M ssi ssi ppi where he becane an extrenely active nenber of the
congr egati on. He achieved the status of Jlay -eucharistic
mnister, and through this, was able to share his commtnent to
God with others

Because he had begun to practice law in 1986, by 1990
we were leading a fairly secure life financially. W were able
to provide a good hone for not only ourselves but our three
daughters as wel|.

Hi s rel apse, to the best of nmy know edge, occurred in
1994. By 1995, we knew that he was not only drinking heavily but
had begun ganbling compul sively as well. Al of his credit card
statenents indicated that he had reached, if not exceeded, his
credit limts. Paying bills becane increasingly difficult.

Looki ng back, | wish at this time | had sought help
t hrough Gam Anon. Al - Anon had been a wonderful organization and
really helpful to ne before he went to treatnment for alcoholism
in 1982 and then even after. |"m not sure actually, though, at
that particular time in '95 that we actually had a Gam Anon
neeting on the coast. GA was certainly here at that tine.

By the summer of 1996, he had really stopped

practicing law and seenmed to be conpletely consuned by the
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ganbl i ng. I went so far as to withdraw nmy teacher retirenent
fund, which had accunul ated for about ten years, so that he could
cover paynents to sone of the people that he had taken noney
from

| would later find out that he had taken much | arger
suns of noney than that teacher retirenent fund, which was about
alittle over $12,000. To this day, alnost none of these funds
have ever been returned.

He was severely depressed and suicidal by the fall of
1996. The one joy in our life at this tinme was the birth of our
first granddaughter in Cctober, but by the end of Novenber of
that year, | did an involuntary commtnment of ny husband to the
state hospital in Witfield, Mssissippi with the help of a dear
doctor friend and a dear attorney friend. W felt that he would
certainly harm hinself if he did not take those steps to
i ntervene.

Unfortunately, this treatnment only focused on
al cohol i sm He was released at the end of January 1997 and
within two weeks had begun ganbling and drinking again. As hard
as it is for many people, including nyself, to believe, |
continued to remain in this horrible situation until My 1998.

At that tinme, | sold ny home, separated from ny
husband and was able to buy a smaller home for my youngest
daughter and nyself. My husband and | are in the process of
getting a divorce at this tinme. This was never what | want ed.
wanted himto get into recovery and be well again.

Unfortunately, famly nmenbers cannot nmake this

happen. At this tine, he is still ganmbling and still drinking.
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He has not worked since the fall of 1996 and no |onger holds a
license to practice lawin the State of M ssissippi.

My girls and | are doing okay considering what we've

been through but | know there wll always be 1long-Ilasting

effects. For exanple, one of ny daughter has al so had a ganbling

pr obl em Al though she 1is currently recovering from this
addi cti on, she has certainly suffered nmajor devast ati ng
conseguences.

She followed a path very simlar to that of her
father, the only difference being that the anount of financial
damage was not nearly as great because she sinply did not have
the nmeans. She stole noney from her |oved ones and an enpl oyer,
resulting in an arrest and crimnal charges brought against her
by the DA's office.

Because she is a first-time offender, she wll
probably, or hopefully be accepted into a diversion program and
as long as she continues in recovery and makes restitution, she
will be able to clear her own nane.

Fortunately for her, she has, at this point in ting,
stopped heading down the path of destruction that her father
chose. | only hope and pray that she has truly |earned her
| esson and the urge to ganbl e does not overconme her once again at

a later tinme or place.

Fortunately for ny daughters as well as nyself, | did
take sonme steps in order to give us financial protection. 1In the
begi nning of 1996, | had ny husband deed our hone to me. | set

up separate bank accounts and began filing separate tax returns

in 1995.
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Now | ooking back, | am so thankful that | had the

foresight to do these things because they afforded ne the ability

to owmn ny own hone today and | still have ny teaching career.
|"'monly one person with only one famly. It saddens
me to think of all the people and fanmlies who have been
traumati zed by simlar experiences. Peopl e |ike ny husband who
have addictive personalities wll have addiction problens. I
have chosen not to live with his addiction any |onger. It is

just too painful.

If there is anything that | feel absolutely certain
about, it is this: if there were no casinos and no |egalized
ganbling, our famly would not have been so severely financially
devastated. | have been inside a casino four to six tines in ny
life and I will choose not to go again.

Thank you for this opportunity to present this
t esti nony. | have a strong belief that in educating people we
m ght be able to unlock sonme doors.

| will not argue the fact that the gam ng industry on
the M ssissippi @Gulf Coast has strengthened our econony, but what
it has also done is help to play a role in weakening and
destroying personal lives, famlies and relationships. That is a
sad thing and it's especially sad when that famly belongs to

you. Thank you.
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