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Septenber 10, 1998 N G1.S.C. Biloxi Meeting 11

CHAI RVAN  JAMES: Qur first panel this norning is
Ganbling and the National Econony. Comm ssi oner Leone
reconmmended that we invite a panel of experts to discuss the
econom c i npacts on a national scale.

Qur efforts to acconplish this goal have been very
chal | engi ng. Staff have experienced trenendous difficulty
identifying a body of information and a |ist of experts qualified
to address the national economc inpacts of |egalized ganbling.
It would appear to date that this question has not been very
w del y studi ed.

Consequently, there seens to be a void in the

avai |l abl e body of research in this area but today we wll begin
to attenpt to fill that void. Wul d the speakers please cone
forward as | call your nanes? And keep in mnd, as wtnesses

before a Federal commi ssion, you are presuned to be speaking
under oath and please renmenber to keep your remarks to 15
m nut es.

| would also remnd you that all of your testinony
has been submtted in witten form and if you'd like to
sumari ze those remarks, that would be entirely appropriate.

Joining us this norning are M. Jason Ader, Senior
Managing Director, Bear, Stearns and Conpany; Dr. WIIliam
Thonmpson, Chairnman and Professor, University of Nevada at Las
Vegas; M. Steve Coner, Mnaging Partner, Arthur Andersen
Consultants; Dr. Tinothy Ryan from the College of Business
Adm nistration at the University of New Ol eans. And we will

begin in that order.
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