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CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Martha Turrin.
MS. TURRI N Good eveni ng everybody, and wel cone to
Las Vegas. My nanme is Martha Turrin. I'"'m a pantry worker
menber of MaM G and. | came to this town in 1990. Oiginally
l"mfrom Argentina. W landed in California with three kids, to

the I and of prom ses and opportunities.

Later | find out that it did not have a health
I nsur ance. | have three adopted children, the oldest who is 27
years ol d. He has Downs Syndrone and also Leukem a. \%%

youngest, who is 18 years old, she's suffering from (inaudible),

chronic (inaudible) since she was eight nonths old. Every tine

she has an infection we land in the hospital. W don't have a
health insurance, we have to ask for welfare help, and | feel
very ashaned because we were young -- young couple who took the

responsibility to adopt three children and we could not provide
health insurance and | feel very ashaned.

| was working as a teacher's aide in the school
district and in one of those PTA neetings | find out | heard
about Las Vegas, the city that was having such good benefits in
health. So we canme in 1990. By COctober 1990 we have only three
kids, $65 in the bank and no health insurance. W start working
in the gamng industry, and we have the health insurance through
the Culinary Union.

My son, who has Downs Syndrone has the training. He
feels very proud, and | feel very proud because he's working at

the Prima Donna as a di shwasher. So the union and the gamng is
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doing a lot of things. Not even for workers that can survive in
different areas, but for disabled people |ike ny son. He feels
proud. He feels that he's doing pretty well, and | feel proud
of him al so.

| don't ignore that gamng brings a |lot of negative
things, that also brings a lot of progress. Il live in
Hender son. We bought our home and Henderson is the fastest
growing city in the whole United States, and through the gam ng
I"m working with ny husband. He also is a nenber of the M3V
We can provide to our kids with health, recreation, everything
t hey need; sonetines nore than that. | feel very proud to work
in the gamng industry, and being a part of the union which is
so good. Gam ng
W t hout the union doesn't work so well for workers. W have job
security. W have health benefits and good wages, excellent
wages.

Thank you so nmuch for your tine.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you, very nuch.
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