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CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Juan Di ego Meza Sal azar.

MR. SALAZAR: Good afternoon. First of all | would
like to thank you for this opportunity to speak. My name is
Juan Diego Meza Sal azar. | am a food server and | work at the
Santa Fe non-union casino. | have four kids. | have Juan, he's

four years old; D ego, three years; Jesus Daniel, he's alnost
two; and Elizabeth, seven nonths.

Before | canme to Las Vegas | wused to work in hard
| abor. | was doi ng okay. | was able to support nmy famly. I
want ed sonething different; something better for ny famly. One
day ny brother called nme and he told nme about Las Vegas. He
said it was full of opportunities and good jobs and good wages.
So | figured that's what | wanted for ny famly. | packed ny
clothes and | canme over. After a week | had ny first job at the
Santa Fe. | was very excited. | thought this was the begi nning
of my new life. Well, it wasn't. At the Santa Fe | only nmake
5.25 an hour and the nedical plan that the Santa Fe offers is so
expensive that | have ny children on Medicaid. M wife and |
don't have any nedical plans and there is no pension plan. I

want to take a vacation but with this salary |I cannot afford to

do so. | want to buy a house, but ny salary's not enough.

| stay at the Santa Fe because | feel part of a
famly with ny co-wrkers, and | can't afford to be off work
| ooki ng for another |ob. | need a retirenent plan. | want a
retirenment plan. It scares nme to think that I will be working
for the rest of ny life to pay bills and rent. | want to | eave
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sonething for ny kids, to nake it easier for them when they
start, sonething ny father wasn't able to do for ne. It would
seem easy to do so in a city like Las Vegas, but working at the
Santa Fe nmekes it hard to do.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you.
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