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CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Fat her Kenny.

FATHER KENNY: Madame Chair and gentlenen of the
Nati onal Gam ng Inpact Study Comm ssion, |'m pleased to wel cone
you to Las Vegas. If you've had a chance to study ny
bi ographi cal background, you wll note that |'ve spent nost of
my life in Las Vegas. My father, WIlliam J. Kenny, now
deceased, worked for nearly 30 years in the gamng industry,
nost of that time as a keno rider and boss at the Horseshoe
Hotel and Casino in downtown Las Vegas.

During ny sunmmers back hone from ny sem nary studies
| also worked at the Horseshoe Hotel and Casino. First, before
| was 21 years old, in what is called the count room where
revenue 1is counted. | counted noney for the non-gam ng
revenues, restaurant, bar and hotel. Wen | turned 21 | was an
accountant for keno noney revenues and eventually worked in the
casi no cage as a cashier.

Gowng up in Las Vegas, attending grade school and
hi gh school here, many of ny classnmates were also from famlies
who owned or worked in ganbling properties. Since ny ordination
to the Catholic priesthood 27 years ago, |'ve been assigned in
the Las Vegas area. Therefore, | believe that |'m uniquely
qualified to speak to you, the nenbers of the National Ganbling
| nppact Study Comm ssion, about the inpact of ganbling upon
mysel f, friends and relatives, and the thousands of famlies to

whom | have and am m nistering as a priest.
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Yes, 1've heard all the jokes, especially in the

semnaries in California, Wshington D.C. and Europe about

living in Sin Cty, |ost wages, et cetera. | always answer that

| grew up in the city and turned out pretty good as an ordained

Catholic priest, for once you |eave the ganbling corridors of

the casino center on the Las Vegas strip, Las Vegas is just like

any other city in the southwestern United States. Drive al ong

any of our neighborhood streets and you could as well be in
Phoeni x, Al buquerque or Pal m Spri ngs.

So many tinmes |'ve been asked the rather ridicul ous

question well, where do you people live in Las Vegas. | wonder
what answer they expect. In the hotels, in trailers behind the
casi nos, underground? W live |ike everybody else. I n houses,
condos, townhouses, trailers, et cetera. W live on real
streets. I n our neighborhoods we have schools, parks, baseball

softball, soccer and football fields. Basket ball courts,

gymasi umns, YMCA's and YWCA's, Seven 11's, super mar ket s,
shopping centers, malls, novie theaters, ice and roller skating
rinks, water parks, bicycling and jogging paths. W have
churches; nore per capita than many cities in the USA

When outside of Las Vegas nmany Catholics tell ne
that they've been to the Catholic church in Las Vegas. I
politely correct them that they were probably at the cathedral
or the shrine to catholic churches on the strip serving the

tourist popul ation. But in fact, there are nore than 20 other
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Catholic parishes in the Las Vegas area serving thousands of
Cat hol i ¢ pari shi oners.

My parish of Christ the King Catholic Community has
over 3,000 famlies registered, and we're not the largest. Two
or three others have four to 5,000 registered househol ds. Qur
children belong to cub, brownie, boy and girl scout troops wth
parents- adults as their | eaders. They play in soccer |eagues,
Pop Warner Football, Little League, et cetera. It is as unfair
to judge all of Las Vegans by the inage of the casino center and
the Las Vegas Strip as it is to judge all those who live in New
Oleans by the French Quarter or Bourbon Street, or those who
live in New York City by Manhattan or Tines Square, or all San
Franci scans by Fishernen's Wharf or the Tenderloin District.

Once you leave the parts of town that attract the
tourist population, the rest of the city is as normal as apple
pie and the 4th of July. What i npact does the casino industry
have on the community? As far as negative inpact | see very
little that differentiates it from other parts of the country.
Though [|'ve served as a priest only in Las Vegas, | have
classmates fromthe Catholic University of America in Washington
D.C. from practically each of the other 49 states. Wen we get
together and conpare notes we all face the sane problens.
Dysfunctional famlies, the problens of both parents working,
| at chkey kids, divorce, the inpact of sex and violence in the
media especially on TV, peer pressure, the enornous pressure

conpetition at school and in athletics, the attraction to noney,
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the lack of real heroes, the disappointnment in governnment, et
cetera. These problenms in Las Vegas with a population of over
1,000,000, are also faced by people living in New York,
Baltinmore, Mam, Chicago, St. Louis, Denver, San D ego, Phoeni x
and Seattle.

| do see sone positive benefits offered by the
casino industry. Because the casinos in Las Vegas are open 24
hours there are many nore jobs to fill than m ght be avail able
in other industries that have business hours of only 9:00 to
5:00 or even early norning to late night. Every casino and
hotel has a need for three shifts; day, swing, and graveyard in
many of its departnents. Casi no, restaurants, hotel, shops, et
cetera. Because there are three shifts each day in many of
t hese casino-hotel departnents, sone couples do split their
i ndividual shifts between them resulting in one parent always
being at home with the children. It has a financial advantage
of not having to pay for day care, but of course it puts a
strain on the couple thenselves and their own tine together as a
couple and as a famly, but nost do find a satisfactory way to
acconplish this, <capitalizing their quality tine together in
j oi nt days off.

Most casinos pay conpetitive wages wth mnor
di fferences. The hotels on the strip usually pay a little nore
than do the ones downtown on the <casino center and the
nei ghbor hood casi nos. Normal |y casinos who have union workers

in the hotel and restaurants have higher salaries and better
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benefits and health packages. However, sone casinos that are
non-union in these departnents do offer quite attractive and
conpetitive salaries and benefits.

| know that salaries offered here in conbination
wth the costs of housing and living in general are very good
for the enployees. | don't know of any additional costs other
than the differences in sone benefit packages. Sone conpani es
pay for the entire health and pension plan, while others have a
shared paynent plan with the enployee. | am constantly being
told by new parishioners, nmany of whom have noved here from
other parts of the country, that they are living better than
ever before and have finally been able to afford to put noney
down for a house; sonething they m ght not have been able to do
as soon or at all in other states.

There seens to be a real pride in casino workers
that they work for this particular casino. | believe there are
pl enty of advancenent opportunities in nost areas. | can tell
story after story of persons who started out as naids, porters,
food servers, slot nachine change persons, dealers of dice and
bl ack jack, hotel registration clerks, and now are heads of
their shift, departnent managers, pit bosses, et cetera. Most
casinos prefer to advance wthin their own ranks and these
persons' experience and |oyalty. Yes, when a new casi no opens
many people do apply for enploynent there because they now have

the experience that a new casino needs. Naturally this |eaves
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vacancies in the casinos they have |eft, vacancies that are
always filled quickly and adequately.

| believe it's a good town for mnority enploynent
for many reasons. Casi nos shoul d operate under a
non-di scrimnation policy. There are so many jobs available
that those sheer nunbers of opportunities nake it possible for
anyone to apply and be hired. For a person who |acks the
skills, there are easily accessible training. Deal er school s

for the casino ganes, on-the-job training for many of the hotel

and rest aur ant posi tions, uni on- sponsor ed training and
pl acenent . | believe we have one of the |owest unenploynment
rates in the country. " m convinced that alnost anyone could

get a job in Las Vegas if that person truly wants to worKk.

Not being an insider in ganbling anynore, | do not
know of discrimnation in casinos because of their race,
religion, color, ethnic background, age or sex. | would think
that the percentage of mnorities in the casino enploynment is
simlar to the percentage of the population as a whole. Yes,
many persons nust enter casino work at a low entry |evel
position because of |imted skills and know edge of gam ng. I
do not believe, and | hope not, that it's tied to one's being
part of a mnority group, but sinply lack of skills at the tine
of hire. As stated before, extensive training is available,
advancenent is possible.

| don't think there are nmajor differences between

managenent and labor's points of view concerning the overall
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need to serve the custoner. The tourist, the convention
attendee, the ganbler, the shopper, the diner, et cetera.
Everyone knows that the custonmer conmes first and that Las Vegas'
future depends on the satisfaction of the customer and his or
her return to Las Vegas. Managenent, of course, also wants a
satisfied working force. As | stated earlier, | hear of great
satisfaction and pride from many different casino enpl oyees that
they are happy to work at such and such casino and are loyal to
t hat casi no.

The Las Vegas industries of hotel and ganbling have
the normal differences of opinion between |abor and nmanagenent,
especially at the time of contract negotiations. | belong to
the Las Vegas Interfaith Council for Wrker Justice, simlar to
other such organizations in other cities, to work wth
managenent and enployees to arrive at better and nore just wage
| evel s, benefits, and working conditions. Qur work has been
productive in many areas, but | don't believe our problens are
unique to the gamng industry but just part of the normal
tensions that exist In nost places between managenent and | abor.

In closing I would like to enphasize that Las Vegas
is a great place in which to have grown up, and an even greater
pl ace today. | say greater today because there is nore
opportunities today in Las Vegas for famly and youth activities
than when | was growing up here. Wth our trenmendous growth
cones nore recreational, educational, spiritual and socia

opportunities.
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As a priest | admnister, as nost priests do all
over the country, to the needs of famlies, couples, singles,
children, teens, young adults, et cetera. | do not find that
I'm forced to provide any special type of counseling to our
pari shioners here due to the ganbling industry. In fact,
grow ng up here and watching sone of the young people grow up
today in Las Vegas, | know that ganbling is not an attraction,
m nimal at best. Perhaps with ganbling in our backyard, it's
just not an attraction to us. It's just part of our town's
industry. | don't experience our young people craving to ganble
or getting fake IDs to sneak into casinos. Most peopl e who do
ganble, locals do as a source of recreation just as in other
cities they would play Friday night poker, Wadnesday night
church bingo, Saturday at the race track, or a Sunday afternoon
bridge gane. | do very few counseling sessions for the ganbling
addi ct. Yet nore and nore casinos are providing in-house
counseling or paying for the counseling of their own enployees
who m ght have a ganbling problem

Nevada and Las Vegas are the national pioneers in

the casino ganbling. Over the years we have worked out an
at nosphere for the tourist and the local. W have a strong and
effective Gamng Conm ssioner that's worked on all t he

licensing, the regulating necessary. W should be the nodel for

all other areas of the country that mght consider having

ganbl i ng. W seem to have worked out nmany of the problens --
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and they are there -- and are adequately prepared to handle
future probl ens.

| would recommend Las Vegas as an ideal place to
live for nmany reasons; the weather, the cost of [|iving,
enpl oynent, possibility of advancenent, an ever grow ng and good
school system opportunities for recreation. Yes, Las Vegas,
even with its ganbling industry, is a famly town. Agai n, |
grew up here and | turned out pretty good.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you, Father Kenny. There
are obviously a l|ot of people here who agree wth that
assessnent of how you turned out.

FATHER KENNY: Thank you.
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