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GOVERNOR M LLER: Good norning and welcone to Las
Vegas, Madam Chai rman and Comm ssioners and staff. I'd like to
offer for the record a video tape we had prepared that talks a
little of the history of Las Vegas for you to view at your
| ei sure. For those of you that are visiting here for the first
time I'mguessing it's probably not exactly what you m ght have
expect ed. Al though Las Vegas is one of the world s premer
resort locations and attracts mllions of visitors from around
t he gl obe, Las Vegas is nmuch nore than a tourist mecca.

It is first and forenbost a community, a comrunity
partly founded on the gam ng industry, but one wth roots that
go nmuch deeper than you m ght imagine. For exanple, just north
of the Las Vegas Strip you'll find what is considered to be
Nevada's oldest building, the historic Mrnon fort. The fort
was constructed in 1855 by Mrnon mssionaries who left the
Great Salt Lake and settled in Las Vegas, finding here a haven
where they escaped discrimnation fromtheir religious beliefs.

I ncidentally, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints currently has nore than 70,000 nenbers in Southern
Nevada making it our second | argest religious denom nation. And
a few mles fromhere you'll find Las Vegas H gh School, one of
the nations few Mayan revival art deco structures and just a
short drive from Las Vegas is the man-nmade wonder of Hoover Dam
whi ch hel ped Las Vegas realize econom c success in the 1930's.

My famly and | have spent nost of our lives in this

community and during the past 10 years, |'ve had the privilege
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of being governor of Nevada. During that tinme, |'ve seen sone
remar kabl e changes to Las Vegas. |'ve seen pyram ds resurrected
and a mrage becone a reality. |'ve watched Lady Liberty spring

from the asphalt and castles reach to the sky. As one nationa
publication described Las Vegas, they indicated if you asked
directions to Paris, you'll be instructed to begin at the
Pyram ds of Egypt, nake a quick stop in downtown WManhattan,
stroll past the Mediterranean and take a right at ancient G eece
and if you get to the battle of British warships and pirates,
you' ve gone too far, turn back

(Laughter)

In other words, Las Vegas captivates visitors with
t he atnosphere of many countries and | ocations than our own. |t
provi des unique entertainnment for adults, their children, and
their grandchildren, and experiences that surpass anything el se
in the world. W also pride ourselves on offering new
activities on practically every visit. The Bel |l agi o, which the
chairman visited yesterday, recreates the anbience of Northern
Italy and it opened just |ast nonth. Four nore major resorts
each with a unique exotic thenme are scheduled to open by the
year 2000.

It's well known that the past decade has been one of
unprecedented growth in Nevada. The Silver State has been
consistently ranked nunmber one nationally in population grow h,
job growh, and housing starts. More than 50,000 people each

year nove to Nevada with the vast majority settling in this, the
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Las Vegas Vall ey. In fact, here in Cark County we're the honme
of the fastest growi ng school district in the nation. Wy are
so many people to eager to make this comunity their hone?

| think | can answer that question in one word,
"opportunity.” Here in Las Vegas nen and wonen can find jobs
that pay fair wages, conpanies that chanpion the rights of
enpl oyees and offer conprehensive health benefits. Here peopl e
find affordable honmes in safe neighborhoods and diverse civic
and cul tural organizations. They find in Las Vegas a better
quality of life, a wonderful place to live, to wrk and to raise
their famlies.

You may be surprised to learn that we have the
greatest nunber of Boy Scout and Grl Scout troops, little
| eague teans, and churches per capita than anywhere else in the
United States. As you know, the industry responsible for
driving the economc engine in Nevada is gam ng and nmany of our
busi nesses and organi zations are related directly or indirectly
to the gam ng industry. But gamng is certainly not all that we
have to offer. More than 40 mllion visitors flock to Nevada
each year to pursue recreational activities from boating and
hiking to skiing and rock clinbing. They cone for sporting
event s, fine dining, | avish  production shows, and great
shoppi ng; and they cone to do busi ness.

Four mllion people visited Las Vegas |last year to
take advantage of the unsurpassed convention and neeting

facilities such as those here at the MaM However, the tota
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contribution of our state's gamng industry to federal, state
and local taxes is significant. Annually it adds up to about
$2.2 billion. In fiscal year 1997 nore than a third of Nevada's
general revenue funds were generated directly by gamng taxes
and the casino entertainnment tax. In fiscal year 1996 the
gamng industry's direct payroll represented one-fourth of all
wages paid throughout the entire state, a figure that does not
include the thousands of indirect jobs that are created by the
gam ng and hospitality industries.

In addition, we don't ignore those individuals who
need a hel pi ng hand. Nevada was anongst the first five states
in the nation to inplenment the welfare to work program designed
to fund services for the hardest-to-enploy welfare recipients.
NEON or New Enpl oyees of Nevada is one conponent of our welfare
reform effort that's been particularly effective in noving
enpl oyees into jobs. Through collaborations wthin state
governnent, the community college system and the private
sector, 400 Nevadans every nonth get off of welfare and find
jobs ranging from food services, sales and child care to nedica
and clerical fields.

About 13 percent of Nevada's 1400 welfare famlies
work in the hotel, gamng and recreation sector and 75 percent
of the 828 welfare or food stanp recipients who secured | obs
here at the MaGM G and back in 1993 have retained those jobs or
noved onto better jobs within this resort. In 1992 | founded

Nevada Partners, a free and conprehensive job training program
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targeting at risk and disadvantaged persons. This program is
entirely funded through the private sector, largely through the
Wensi Foundation which is a parent corporation or a subsidiary
corporation of the MaVM and it wouldn't have gotten off the
ground wthout the trenendous financial assistance of the
busi ness comunity and specifically in the Wmnsi Foundation,
Ki rk Korkorian (ph).

Nevada Partners breaks the <cycle of econom c
dependency by helping nen, wonen and young people build a
healthy self-imge, and find and naintain enploynent. Today
nearly 3,000 Nevada Partner clients have secured jobs in hotels,
casi nos, banks, utility conpanies, and in nearly every segnent
of our state's business comunity. Now, what do these
statistics nmean on a nore personal |evel?

They nmean that Nevada's unenploynent rate and
consequently the nunber of people on the welfare roles and food
stanp list fell far below the national average. They nean t hat
personal incone for Nevadans is ranked anongst the highest in
t he nation. And the gamng industry's contributions to state
and | ocal governnent also nean that Nevada does not burden its
citizens or businesses with a nunber of taxes, such as persona
or corporate incone tax that deter new industry and result in
sl uggi sh econony.

Wthin the past 10 years we've wtnessed a 54
percent increase in the nunber of businesses operating in this

state and a 5.5 percent annual increase in the nunber of
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enpl oyees and this nmeans that Las Vegas and Nevadans are able to
give back to their community for the good of every citizen. To
put this information in nore personal ternms |1'd like to share
with you that story of Linda Helton (ph). Li nda, would you
stand for just a second so we can acknow edge you?

Linda's decision to relocate to Las Vegas quite
literally saved her Ilife. She noved here from Oregon in 1993
after losing a child to cancer. In Oregon, she paid for health
benefits out of her own pocket but as a food server at the Luxor
Hotel, she has great health insurance which turned out to be
cruci al . Linda was diagnosed last year wth a rare liver
di sease. The Culinary Union's insurance program funded Linda's
successful Iliver transplant and pays for her nedication. Si x
months after the operation, she was back to work and is stil
feeling great. Linda, thank you for being with us here today.

And I'm also going to introduce you to Martha Turin.
Martha, would you please stand? Mart ha and her husband both
work here at the MaVM G and. Ei ght years ago the Turins and
their three children resided in California where they had to
live on welfare. Las Vegas appealed to them because of job
opportunities and health benefits, especially since two of their
children have experienced serious illnesses and required many
surgeries.

Martha tells people that Las Vegas nmade her dreans
cone true. Not only do the Turins like their jobs and feel

confortable that they can care for their children's health and
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financial needs, they tell nme that in five years their house
will be paid in full. Thank you, Martha, for being here this
nor ni ng.

To turn to a broader perspective, for the past 17
months this Comm ssion has been studying how gamng inpacts
communi ties throughout the nation. Well, there is no better
place for you to continue that study than here in Las Vegas.
The growh of Nevada's gamng industry spans several decades
along with the growth of its regulation. l"m very glad that
this Commi ssion has included a panel on regulatory nodels and
within that discussion you'll discover that Nevada's gam ng
industry is the nost refined and the safest in the world,
regul ated at the state level with the utnost professionalism and
integrity.

In fact, Nevada's gamng regulators are invited to

venues across the globe to discuss our nodel not only because we

were the first in the business but because we still are the
best . Now, |'m not saying that we don't have our problens,
problens that as governor, |’ve taken seriously as have ny
predecessors. And none of us would deny that gam ng can be a

serious problem for sone individuals and that we, in government,
have contended with that particular issue for years.

In fact, we've just appropriated $150,000.00 to
study and better address problem gamng in Nevada. And contrary
to common m sperceptions, conpanies |like Harrah's Entertai nnent,
and Boyd Gaming, for exanple, have been involved in the fight
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agai nst problem gam ng since the md-1980's. At a national
level, | comend the efforts of the Comm ssion in heightening
our awareness of problem gam ng. Here in Nevada we've been
fortunate to have Bill Bible blazing that trail for the past 10

years, but a larger problem | oons on the horizontal.

As a governor and as fornmer chairman of the National
Governor's Association, | welcone this opportunity to discuss
| ndian gamng with you. | can tell you that every one of our
nation's governors shares serious concerns about Indian gam ng.
Gven that Indian gamng is unregulated, that no clear I|icense
definition has been established, and because Indian gam ng has a
potentially serious inpact on any state, it is inperative that
actions are not taken hastily and that states and their
governors are allowed to participate in the decision nmaking
pr ocess.

My fellow governors and | are equally concerned with
Internet gamng, which does not protect consuners and isS
essentially a caveat enptoric (ph) to people of all ages and
wal ks of life. Li ke Indian gam ng, |Internet gam ng provides no
revenues to help states in supporting thenselves and | ocal
governments and provides no assistance to civic and social
service organizations and consequently starves comunities of
t he nouri shnment they sinply nust have to survive.

So when you contrast Internet and Indian gamng with
the nmeticulously regulated Nevada gamng industry, you'll find

you're conparing appl es to or anges or per haps, nor e

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(9N2\ 2244422 WASHINGTAN N C 2NNNE-2701 wnanar naalrarnee fam



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Novenmper 1U, 1YY8 N G 1.5 C Las vegas iveetlng 19
appropriately conparing order to chaos. But there is no sinple
parallel, so if | my offer this Comm ssion a suggestion, |
woul d request as a federal entity that you | ook closely at these
questionable endeavors and give them full and imediate
attention since | think they're clearly within the scope of a
federal review of gam ng as a concept.

|'"'m confident during the next few days you'll see
for yourself that we are the best in the business; bar none. I
know you'll find the hospitality of Southern Nevadans to be warm
and friendly and | hope you'll allow us to treat you to that
hospitality by being our guest for a very special dinner tonight

where you will neet people fromthe Las Vegas comunity.

| thank you and | offer you best wshes for a
successful and enjoyable stay while here in Las Vegas. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Governor Ml ler, again, thank
you. (Appl ause)

CHAl RPERSON JAMES: And Governor, | do want to thank
you and your staff yet again for all of the help in putting

t oget her this agenda.
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