© 00 N o 0o A~ w N P

N N DN DD N D NN DD DN P PP PRk Pr PP
© 00O N o o0 A W N PP O © 00 N oo o~ wN O

February 9, 1999 N GI.S. C Virginia Beach Meeting 201

MR, ASHE: Good afternoon. M/ nane is Paul Ashe, I'ma
chairman and president of the National Council on Problem
Ganbl i ng. | think 1’"m going to propose at the next neeting to
change our nanme to the National Council of Disordered Ganbling.

Madane Chair, Comm ssioners, we would like to begin our
remar ks by conmendi ng you all --

CHAIR JAMES. How are we doing on the m ke?

MR,  ASHE: I would like to conmmend you all on the
| andmar k work you have done over the past year and a half, the
task is not a sinple one, and you ought to be congratul ated for
the effort you have made to further our nation s understandi ng of
t he i mpact of ganbling on our society today.

As you begin to prepare your final report to Congress
and the President, we would like to again thank you on behal f of
the problem ganblers we serve for the opportunity to contribute
to this effort.

The National Council on Problem Gam ng has submitted in
detail our witten recommendations this past week, which were
submtted on February 3rd, and constitutes a 30 bullet summary,
whi ch you asked to be consolidated to three pages, and we tried
to conply with your request.

As a national organization we have grown to represent
affiliates in 35 states, and have collected issues and concerns
from across the country with feedback from our nenbership which
i ncl udes experts from around the worl d.

The NCPG understands that the mjority of Americans
enjoy ganbling as a form of entertainnent. However, it is not a
risk-free activity. You have heard a wi de variety of discussions

on definitions, studies and surveys.
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But it is an inmportant thing to renenber, that while
pat hol ogi cal ganbling is a relatively rare disease, it is a rea
di sorder. This disorder can be researched, it can be identified,
and it can be treated.
Il would Iike to present our Executive Vice President to

hi ghl i ght our primary recommendati ons. Thank you.
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