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For Immediate Release: May 30, 2002

Contact: Kim Schaffer, Communications Director, NLIHC, 202-662-1530 x230
Statement on Release of Millennial Housing Commission Report

NHTF Campaign Applauds Emphasis on Production for ELI Households
The National Housing Trust Fund Campaign today applauds the release of Meeting Our Nation’s Housing Challenges, the report of the Millennial Housing Commission, for its emphasis on the need for housing production for households with extremely low incomes.  The Commission calls on Congress to create a 100% capital subsidy for construction, rehabilitation, preservation or acquisition of units earmarked for extremely low-income households, a recommendation that very closely mirrors the proposal of the National Housing Trust Fund Campaign.  

“We are extremely pleased that the Commission today adds its powerful voice to the national call for a renewed federal commitment to the production of rental housing for households with extremely low incomes,” said Sheila Crowley, President of the National Low Income Housing Coalition, one of the sponsoring organizations of the National Housing Trust Fund Campaign.

The Commission finds that “[t]he most serious housing problem in America is the mismatch between the number of extremely low-income renter households and the number of units available to them with acceptable quality and affordable rents.” According to the report, 6.4 million households with extremely low incomes (below 30% of the area median income) live in housing that is not affordable.  

“More and more, we’re seeing individuals and families who are working full-time, yet are forced to live in shelters because their wages are too low to afford housing,” said Donald Whitehead, Executive Director of the National Coalition for the Homeless, also one of the sponsoring organizations of the Campaign.  “As the Millennial Housing Commission rightly points out, one solution to this crisis is to increase the production of affordable housing for households with extremely low incomes.  We think a National Housing Trust Fund is the way to do this.”  

As currently envisioned, a National Housing Trust Fund would be a dedicated revenue source that would, over the next 10 years, build, rehabilitate and preserve 1.5 million units of housing that is affordable to households with the lowest incomes.  The National Housing Trust Fund would be modeled on the more than 280 successful state and local housing trust funds.  

A major difference between the Commission’s recommendation and the National Housing Trust Fund Campaign proposal is the absence of rent limitations in the Commission’s proposal; under the MHC proposal, households would not be limited to paying 30% of their incomes for housing costs.

More than 2,300 organizations, elected officials and religious leaders from across the country are calling on the Federal government to establish a National Housing Trust Fund.  In Congress, 27 Senators and 176 Representatives are cosponsors of National Housing Trust Fund legislation.  

“The support for a National Housing Trust Fund across the country is amazing,” said JoAnn Kane, President of the McAuley Institue, also a sponsoring organization of the Campaign.  “The more than 2,300 endorsements from housing advocates, religious organizations, local banks, unions, local governments and others shows the widespread understanding of the need to address this crisis.  It’s clear that we can afford to do this, and that we cannot afford not to.” 
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