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NHC STATEMENT ON THE MILLENNIAL HOUSING COMMISSION’S FINAL REPORT

Upon the release of the final report of the Millennial Housing Commission, the National Housing Conference (NHC), the nation’s first affordable housing advocacy organization congratulates the Co-chairs, Commissioners and staff of the Commission for their dedicated service to the nation.  This much-anticipated report reconfirms what the National Housing Conference and many other organizations have been saying for many years, “there is simply not enough affordable housing.”  In addition, the report underscores other important points including the fact that “working a full-time job no longer guarantees access to decent housing.”  NHC’s research subsidiary, the Center for Housing Policy, in a series of reports on the housing needs of working families, has documented evidence that supports this important conclusion.  Similarly, both the Commission and NHC agree that individuals and families at the lower end of the economic scale are facing the greatest housing needs.

NHC agrees with the Commission’s call for a new vision for the nation’s housing, and we believe this report contains several innovative and effective ways to address the affordable housing crisis we now face.  NHC will be reviewing those recommendations in greater detail in the weeks ahead.  What is critically important at this juncture, however, is to acknowledge and underscore the fact that to accomplish much of what the Commission has recommended, significant increases in resources will be required.  The nation’s current housing crisis cannot be addressed “on the cheap” and incremental increases, such those that have been agreed to over the past several years, while helpful, have not gotten the job done. Unless or until the resource issue is properly addressed, the problems highlighted by the Commission cannot be solved 

With the work of the Commission now completed, it is up to Congress to take the next step.  We urge the bipartisan leadership of both houses to take immediate action to ensure that the vitally important work of the Commission will not have been in vain.

###

The National Housing Conference (NHC), a 501(c)(3) member organization, is a coalition of affordable housing experts from the public and private sectors.  Since 1931, NHC has been an essential source of broad, nonpartisan information concerning national housing policy.

