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Statement by AFL-CIO President John J. Sweeney 

on the Millennial Housing Commission Report to Congress

May 30, 2002
Today’s report to Congress by the Millennial Housing Commission is a valuable contribution to our national discussion of housing availability and affordability.  By identifying key housing deficiencies and suggesting reforms to enhance the production and preservation of housing, the report can help jump-start a long-delayed process that will move us closer to providing decent and affordable shelter for all Americans. 

It is a crime that in the richest nation in the world, a full-time job no longer guarantees access to decent housing, many millions of Americans spend an untenable share of their income – more than 30 percent – on housing, and persistent inequality in housing and employment opportunities has led to significantly lower homeownership rates for African-American and Latino families.

The Commission’s report rightly calls for additional resources to address these and other problems.  Now, the nation’s policymakers should take the next steps to remedy especially egregious affordable housing shortfalls in high rent areas, improve incentives to preserve existing housing for low income families, provide adequate funding for federal housing programs, and mend the safety net that protects the poorest and most vulnerable in our society against homelessness.


The creation of decent, affordable housing for America’s working families is a longstanding priority of the union movement.  Union members are builders and buyers of housing, and unions, through the targeted investment of labor pension funds, have a significant impact on low and moderate income housing production in the nation.  The AFL-CIO Housing and Building Investment Trusts, union pension investment programs created by the AFL-CIO, have been leaders in expanding the creation of single and multi-family housing in the nation’s urban communities.  

We look forward to continuing this important work in the years ahead, to help ensure achievement of the national priority of decent and affordable housing for all.  This report by the Millennial Housing Commission moves us farther in that direction.  
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