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Housing Commission Proposes Remedies to Affordable Housing Shortage

AAHSA supports programs that will meet housing needs of older adults

Washington, D.C. – The American Association of Homes and Services for the Aging (AAHSA) commends the Millennial Housing Commission on its recommendations to Congress on the need for federal intervention to meet the critical need for affordable housing.

“The commission’s report is a breath of fresh air in what has become relatively stagnant housing policy in the United States,” noted William L. Minnix, Jr., D.Min., president and CEO of AAHSA. “It is time to meet the report’s recommendations and produce and preserve affordable housing for this and future generations.”

The only significant federal housing production program for older adults is Section 202; there are currently nine older adults on waiting lists for each unit that becomes available each year.

Preserving the precious affordable housing units in existence today is a high priority for AAHSA as well as a long-term cost-saving measure for the federal government. The Millennial Housing Commission’s recommendation for exit tax relief provides an incentive for owners who want to sell their older buildings to find buyers committed to preserving and maintaining affordable housing.

AAHSA supports the commission’s proposals for new subsidies to both produce and preserve rental housing for low-income people; to produce new mixed-income multifamily units; to expand and improve the housing choice voucher program; and to end chronic homelessness.

According to Minnix, “AAHSA’s housing members work every day toward the goal expressed in the report of ensuring that the production of new housing units improves not just the lives of individual residents, but also of entire communities in which the developments exist.” 

# # #

The American Association of Homes and Services for the Aging (AAHSA) is committed to advancing the vision of healthy, affordable, ethical long-term care for America. The association represents 5,600 mission-driven, not-for-profit nursing homes, continuing care retirement communities, assisted living and senior housing facilities, and community service organizations. Every day, AAHSA’s members serve one million older persons across the country. AAHSA’s Web site is www.aahsa.org.
