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September 26, 2001

MEMORANDUM
To:
  MILLENIAL HOUSING COMMISSION

From:
  DONALD J. BORUT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Subject:  PRESERVE ASSISTED HOUSING PROGRAMS

As the Millennial Housing Commission concludes deliberations over its final recommendations to Congress on how to improve the nation’s housing delivery system, the National League of Cities (NLC) would like to reaffirm its support for housing programs such as public housing modernization and operating funds and Section 8 vouchers, as well as the HOME Investment Partnerships and Community Development Block Grants programs.  

As we indicated in earlier written comments to the Commission, NLC urges the federal government to protect and enhance these existing housing programs, which currently serve millions of households.  However, NLC also believes that local governments and housing agencies must have the primary public sector responsibility to operate these programs and identify their local housing needs.  

In particular, NLC encourages the federal government to improve the operation of assisted housing programs through appropriate deregulation, such as local determination of fair market rents, and adequate funding.  Furthermore, localities should have the flexibility to use these funds as their needs dictate, and direct funding of localities should not be undermined by proposals to devolve administration of assisted housing programs to states.

NLC appreciates the Commission’s recognition of the importance of a strong partnership between federal, state, and local governments in finding solutions to increase the availability of affordable housing.  Assisted housing programs remain critically important for our nation’s cities and towns and the constituents they serve, and it is our hope that the federal government will continue to recognize the key role of these programs in our housing delivery system.
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