August 24, 1999

Heather Rosenker

Executive Director

Advisory Commission on Electronic Commerce

3401 North Fairfax Drive

Arlington, VA  22201-4498

Dear MS Rosenker:

Sales Taxes make up a major portion of every city budget in the United States.  A loss of this revenue will mean:

1. fewer law enforcement personnel

2. fewer fire and public safety personnel

3. fewer recreational facilities for children, adults and senior citizens

4. more people out of work because of fewer jobs.

Software programs are already available and in use that computes various City, County and State Sales taxes based on delivery zip codes.  All sales taxes are then forwarded to the State Department of Revenue that sends the amount due to each jurisdiction.

Local small businesses pay property taxes and business licenses, collect sales taxes and provide jobs for the majority of America’s work force.
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If you have a personal emergency or one at your place of work, are you going to call 9-1-1 for local assistance, which is provided by local tax dollars?  Or, will you access the Internet for an ambulance, fireman or police officer?

State and local governments need the ability to collect sales taxes on Internet sales.

Sincerely,

Austin Caldwell

Austin Caldwell

Mayor

Email:  demop@westal.net

