UNITED STATES COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION

(USCA)

30 South Wacker Drive

Suite 3600

Chicago, Illinois  60606

(312) 750-5320

Fax: (3120 207-0989

November 15, 1999

Ms. Heather Rosenker, Executive Director

The Advisory Commission on Electronic Commerce

3401 North Fairfax Drive

Arlington, Virginia  22201-4498

Dear Ms. Rosenker:

Through this submission I would like to voice the strong support of the UNITED STATES COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION (USCA) in favor of the tenets forwarded in the “Proposal For State and Local Taxation of the Telecommunications Industry” submitted by Keith G. Landry on behalf of a coalition of communications companies on November 12, 1999.

The  USCA  is an organization that provides a forum for exchange of ideas regarding federal, state and local taxation of communication companies throughout the nation and the world.  Our membership consists of local exchange companies, interexchange carriers, wireless communication companies, cable companies and other industry competitors that have an interest in taxation of communication services.  We believe that it is critical to fashion an atmosphere of true competition within the communications sector  wherein we pay our fair share of tax, but where tax is not an element of competition. Further,  current federal, state and local tax systems discriminate unfairly against the communications industry and  this discrimination must be eliminated.  In addition there is a need to simplify the overwhelmingly complex scheme of state and local taxation on communications companies.   The “Proposal “ sited above provides a solid guideline towards these ends.

I stand ready to discuss this with any member or staff member of the Commission.  My e-mail address is gary.kueltzo@ameritech.com.

Sincerely,

Gary S. Kueltzo, Chairman,

UNITED STATES COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION

Cc:  Keith G. Landry

