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Dear Governor Gilmore:

The Advisory Commission on Electronic Commerce will meet in Dallas on
March 20-21 to draw some conclusions on the future of Internet taxes. Please extend my
appreciation to all commissioners for their service. I also thank you for your exemplary
service as Chairman. Congress has been well served by the fair and comprehensive
debate facilitated by the Commission, and the body of research you have compiled will
inform Internet tax policy in the new economy for many years to come.

As the Commission approaches its final meeting in Dallas, please emphasize the
importance of sound policy proposals for the individual taxpayers of America. Congress
will rely upon the Commission to provide its best judgment on whether the Internet
should be taxed. Clearly, the American people have a great stake in the work of your
Commission. Since Congress will give serious consideration to your final report, allow
me to offer some friendly advice before you conclude your work.

I understand that some members of the Commission are deeply polarized. That is
not surprising in light of the gravity of the issues referred to the Commission. If the
issues had been easy, no study commission would have been necessary.

I thought it might be helpful to share with you the experience of Congress’
Medicare Commission. Like the Commission on Electronic Commerce, the Medicare
Commission was required by statute to obtain two-thirds votes in order to make a formal
recommendation to the Congress. And, like your commission, the Medicare Commission
studied a controversial issue.

In the case of the Medicare Commission, representatives of the Clinton-Gore
Administration voted against constructive reform proposals and stopped them from
obtaining the statutorily prescribed two-thirds vote requirement. Those reform proposals
had clear support from a majority of the members of that commission, and if it were not
for the Clinton-Gore Administration’s philosophical objections to reform, a two-thirds



vote would have been achievable. Nevertheless, the Medicare Commission reported to
Congress those ideas that had obtained majority support, and Congress has closely
reviewed those proposals.

Should your Commission find itself in a similar posture on one or more issues, I
ask that you report to Congress those ideas that obtain majority support so that Congress
can consider them along with the dynamics of the vote. Congress has a job to do on
behalf of the American people. We will not allow three negative votes by this
Administration to deter us from pushing constructive legislation based on the sound ideas
generated by a commission created to advise Congress.

I thank you for your leadership on the future of electronic commerce, and hope
you will let me know if I can be of any assistance.
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