COALITION PROVISIONAL AUTHORITY ORDER NUMBER 68

MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE FOR NATIONAL SECURITY

Pursuant to my authority as Administrator of the Coalition Provisional Authority
(CPA), and under the laws and usages of war, and consistent with relevant U.N.
Security Council resolutions, including Resolutions 1483 and 1511 (2003),

Recalling that U.N. Security Council Resolution 1483 (2003) calls upon the CPA
to promote the welfare of the Iraqi people through the effective administration of
the territory, including in particular working towards the restoration of conditions
of security and stability and the creation of conditions in which the Iraqi people
can freely determine their own political future,

Noting the adoption of the Law of Administration for the State of Iraq for the
Transitional Period on March 8, 2004,

Acknowledging the need to have consistent access to high quality, impartial
assessments of Iraqi national security interests from an Iraqi perspective,

Recognizing the immediate need for structures to coordinate the work of the
various agencies and Ministries charged with protecting and advancing the
national security interests of Iraq, particularly in defining policies to counter the
threat of terrorism,

I hereby promulgate the following:

Section 1
Establishment

1) The Ministerial Committee for National Security (MCNS) is hereby
established. The role of the MCNS is to facilitate and coordinate national
security policy among the Ministries and agencies of the Iraqi government
tasked with national security issues. It is the primary forum for Ministerial-
level decision making on these issues.

2) The MCNS shall operate under the authority, direction, and control of the
Administrator of the CPA, and shall be chaired by the Administrator pending
transfer of full governance authority to the Iraqi Interim Government. Upon
transfer of authority to such a government, the MCNS will be chaired by the
head of the Iraqi Interim Government (which, for the purposes of this Order,
shall be the senior civilian head of the Iraqi Interim Government with national







