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Questionnaire and Topline Results from a National Survey

Regarding the 2000 Census

For the U.S. Census Monitoring Board Presidential Members

October 1999

Interviewing conducted September 27 through October 16, 1999. 

N = 1,885 adults 18 years old or older in the United States, and includes oversamples. 

Data have been weighted by race and gender. 

Percents may add up to 99% or 101% due to rounding. 

* indicates less than 1%, -- indicates zero.

Sampling tolerances (percentage points)

Nationally representative sample N = 1,005 (+ 3.0) 

Non-Hispanic whites N = 756 (+ 3.6) 

African Americans N = 382 (+ 4.9) 

Hispanics N = 391(+ 4.9) 

Asian American samples N = 314 (+ 5.5)

Hello, my name is ___ and I am an interviewer with Belden Opinion Research.  We are conducting a  public opinion survey and your telephone number was selected at random.  We are not selling anything.  May I please speak to the person 18 years old or older in your household who had a birthday most recently? (IF NECESSARY ARRANGE FOR A CALL BACK AND RECORD DATE AND TIME. REPEAT INTRO AS NECESSARY)


Total      W        Blk
 Hisp   Asian
1. In your opinion, which of the following
CRIME AND VIOLENCE        32%     28%     41%    47%     37%

items is the biggest problem facing the country
PUBLIC EDUCATION      
       13         11        21        15        20

right now:
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM 
      18         20        14        13        15

crime and violence, public education,
MORALITY AND VALUES
    34         39        21        22        25

the health care system or morality and values? 
DON’T KNOW                      
      3           3          2          2         2

                                                                                   
REFUSE                       
  
*           *           *          *        1


                                     Total      W       Blk     Hisp    Asian
2. How much of the time do you think you
JUST ABOUT ALWAYS      
      3%       2%      4%       9%      4%

can trust the government in Washington to do
MOST OF THE TIME                20          19       19         28       29

what’s right--just about always, most of the            
ONLY SOME TIME                   62          65       60         48       59

time only some time, or none of the time?
NONE OF THE TIME                13          13       15         14         5


DON’T KNOW                             1            1         2            1        3
REFUSE                                        *             *         1           *        --




                                   Total      W       Blk     Hisp      Asian

3. As you may know, the federal government 
EVERY TEN YEARS

43%
49%
27%
26%
29%

takes a Census of the nation periodically, that

ALL OTHER ANSWERS


36

31
49
46
45

is, it makes a count of every person living in

DON’T KNOW

22
20
24

28
26

the U.S. Do you happen to know how often

REFUSE

--
--
--

--
*


the Census is taken?





                                   Total       W       Blk      Hisp    Asian

4. Do you happen to know when the next
NEXT YEAR, OR 2000            42%    47%      30%     29%     30%


Census will take place?

ALL OTHER ANSWERS          26        22         37        39        39



DON’T KNOW                          32        31        32         31        31



REFUSE                                      --          --         --         --           --

	5. Please tell me how much you would trust each of the following for accurate information about the Census: would you trust each one a great deal, somewhat, not very much, or not at all? The first one is …

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Great deal
	Smwht
	Not very much
	Not at all
	Don’t Know
	Refuse

	
	
	
	
	
	

	The Census Bureau
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	25%
27%

20%

23%

29%


	55

56

53

49

50


	10

8

16

15

15


	5

4

8

9

4
	3

3

3

3

2
	*

*

--

*

*

	The Congress
	Total    

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	11%
10%

10%

13%

16%
	57

58

54

55

59
	21

21

18

19

18
	9

8

15

10

7
	1
1

2

3

1
	*
--

--

1

--

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The President
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	15%
12%

28%

22%

22%
	41
40

46

41

51
	19
19

14

18

16
	22
26

9

17

9
	1
1

2

1

2
	--
1

--

--

--

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The News Media
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	10%
8%

12%

14%

16%
	46
46

44

45

53
	27
28

24

25

19


	16
15

19

15

11
	1
*

1

2

1
	*
--

--

*

*



                                  Total      W       Blk     Hisp    Asian

6. If you received a Census form in the mail 
DEFINITELY
53%
56%
43%
49%
44%

today asking you to fill it out and mail it back,
PROBABLY
36
34
45
38
41

how likely would you be to do it? Would you         
PROB NOT
8
7
8
11
13

definitely, probably, probably not, or definitely                
DEF NOT
2
2
4
3
3

not fill it out and send it in?
DK
1
1
1
*
1


REFUSE
*
*
--
--
   --


  
       Total        W      Blk       Hisp   Asian

7. The last Census was taken in 1990. Do you 
YES
49%
54%
37%
37%
29%

remember if you or anyone else in your household 
NO
37
32
48
50
57

completed a Census form by mail or answered questions
DK
14
14
15
13
14


from a Census-taker in person, in 1990?



    
Total
   W
  Blk
  Hisp   Asian

8. Given all the things that you have to do, how 
VERY IMP
53%
53%
51%
55%
47%

important is it for you personally to fill out the Census form:
SMWHT IMP
34
34
36
31
39

very important, somewhat important, not very important,
NOT VERY IMP  

8
7
7
11
11

or not at all important?
NOT AT 


ALL IMP
4
5
4
2
2


DK
1
1
2

1

*


REFUSE
*
*

*

--

--

	How well does each of the following statements describe your feelings about the Census: very well, somewhat, not very well, or not at all?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Very well
	Smwht
	Not very well
	Not at all
	Don’t Know
	Refuse

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9. I worry about answering personal questions in the Census because the government does not keep it confidential.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	26%
26%

27%

28%

22%
	32
32

33

30

33
	14
14

15

16

17
	24
25

23

22

23
	3
3

2

4

4
	*
*

--

--

*

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10. I do not have enough time to fill out the Census form.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	17%
15%

19%

22%

16%
	19
18

26

22

28
	15
16

12

15

20


	46
49

41

38

34
	2
1

2

2

2
	*
*

1

*

--

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11. My personal participation in the Census does not really matter that much in a population of over 250 million people.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	24%
23%

27%

28%

22%
	24
24

28

24

28
	15
15

13

15

19
	35
37

32

33

28
	1
1

1

*

3
	--

--

--

--

--

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12. I do not need to fill out the Census because the government already has enough information about me.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	22%
20%

27%

25%

15%
	26
26

23

23

30
	15
14

11

17

19
	36
37

37

32

33
	2
1

2

3

3


	--
*

--

--

--

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13. The Census form is hard to understand and fill out.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	12%
10%

17%

16%

12%
	23
23

23

24

30
	11
12

9

12

15
	36
37

35

31

22
	18
18

16

16

19
	1
*

1

1

2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14. It’s important for me to participate in the Census because the Census count helps to determine the amount of government funds my community receives. 
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	54%
54%

56%

59%

55%
	30
31

22

29

32
	6
6

8

5

8
	7
7

11

5

4
	2
2

2

2

1
	--
--

--

--

--

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15. Everyone living in the U.S. has a civic responsibility to fill out the Census. 
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	63%
64%

58%

61%

61%
	25
24

28

25

28
	6
6

7

8

7
	5
5

6

5

4
	1
1

1

1

*
	--
--

--

--

--




	How well does each of the following statements describe your feelings about the Census: very well, somewhat, not very well, or not at all?



	
	
	Very well
	Smwht
	Not very well
	Not at all
	DK
	Refuse

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16. The Census is a way for me and people like me to be counted in society.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	53%
52%

53%

61%

48%
	30
31

29

26

33


	8
8

6

5

10
	8
8

10

8

7
	1
1

2

*

3
	*
*

--

--

--

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17. The Census is important to give me and my community political representation and power
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	52%
52%

49%

54%

51%
	29
29

32

31

33
	8
8

9

7

9
	10
10

10

7

6
	1
1

1

2

2
	*
*

--

--

--

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18. It’s important to have an accurate count of the population.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	72%
72%

70%

72%

69%
	20
21

20

20

23
	3
3

5

3

4
	4
4

5

4

2
	*
--

1

--

1
	*
*

--

--

--


	Now I am going to read you some statements about why some people participate in the Census. How persuasive is each one as a reason to you personally to fill out the Census form: very persuasive, somewhat, not very or not at all persuasive to you personally?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Very persuasive
	Smwht
	Not very
	Not at all
	Don’t Know
	Refuse

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19. The Census is a way to give every individual and community a voice.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	38%
38%

39%

42%

36%
	36
36

32

37

45
	14
15

11

7

13
	11
10

17

12

5
	1
1

2

2

1
	--
--

--

--

--

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20. The Census count helps to determine how the federal government spends 180 billion dollars, and how much money each community gets for new schools and other educational programs, money for health care, emergency services, job training, roads, public transportation, and many other things. 
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	51%
52%

50%

53%

52%
	32
32

32

29

35
	8

8

8

9

8
	7
6

9

8

3
	1
1

1

1

2
	*
*

--

--

--

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21. The Census determines the number of representatives in Congress each state receives.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	47%
51%

40%

41%

39%
	32
30

31

37

44
	9
9

11

8

8
	9
7

14

12

4
	3
3

4

2

4
	*
*

--

--

1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	22. It is our civic responsibility to fill out the Census.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	51%
52%

46%

53%

47%
	30
29

35

30

36
	9
9

8

9

10
	8
8

11

8

6
	1
*

1

1

1
	*
*

--

--

--

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	23. By law the Census Bureau cannot share its information about individuals or families with other government or private agencies. That information is confidential.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	39%
38%

38%

43%

44%
	32
32

29

33

37
	15
16

13

11

10
	12
12

16

11

8
	2
2

3

2

1
	*
*

*

*

--



                                Total     W        Blk     Hisp     Asian

24. This year, some members of Congress have criticized
MUCH MORE
16%
13%
22%
24%
     17%

the way the Census Bureau plans to conduct the 2000 
SMWHT MORE
10
8
11
14
  13

Census. Does learning this make you more likely 
SMWHT LESS
5
5
4
3
6

or less likely to participate in the Census, or does it 
MUCH LESS
2
2
3
2
1

make no difference to you? IF MORE OR LESS, 
NO DIFF

66
69
55
54
61

ASK: Is that much/somewhat more or less?
DK

2
1
3
2
1


REFUSE

*
--
*
1
--

	Here is a list of things people may have the time to do. In the past year, have you …

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	

	
	
	
	
	

	25. Signed a petition.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	33%
35%

26%

26%

21%
	67
64

74

73

77
	1
*

1

1

2

	
	
	
	
	

	26. attended a public meeting on town or school affairs.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	43%
43%

46%

44%

39%
	57
57

54

56

60
	*
--

--

--

*

	
	
	
	
	

	27. attended a neighborhood association meeting.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	27%
26%

34%

23%

29%
	73
74

66

76

70
	*
*

*

--

*

	
	
	
	
	

	28. written, emailed, telephoned, or visited an elected official about an issue you care about or some matter of public business.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	38%
43%

24%

28%

31%
	61
57

76

72

69
	*
*

*

1

--

	
	
	
	
	

	29. written to the editor of a newspaper or magazine.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	15%
16%

8%

19%

23%
	84
84

91

81

76
	*

--

*

--

1

	
	
	
	
	

	30. attended a political rally or speech.
	Total   

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	18%
17%

25%

18%

18%
	82
83

75

82

82
	*

*

*

--

--

	
	
	
	
	

	31. volunteered or worked for charity for which you were not paid.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	55%

58

45

48

58
	45%

42

55

52

42
	*

*

*

*

--




	Here is a list of things people may have the time to do. In the past year, have you …

	
	
	
	

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know

	
	
	
	
	

	32. donated money to a religious or charity organization.
	Total     

W

Blk

Hisp

Asian
	79%
82%

75%

67%

81%
	20

17

25

33

19
	*

*

*

*

--



        Total
      W       Blk      Hisp     Asian

33. Overall, how much impact do you think people like
BIG IMPACT
34%
34%
43%
34%
30%

you can have in making your community a better place to 
MOD IMPACT
40
41
37
39
  33

live: a big impact, a moderate impact, a small impact,
SM IMPACT
18
18
14
20
30

or no impact at all?
NO IMPACT
7
7
6
6
6


DK
1
1
*
1
2


REFUSE
*
*
--
*
--

Now here are some questions to help us classify your interview:











         Total
    W          Blk       Hisp     Asian

34. How often do you read a daily or Sunday newspaper?
RARELY
17%
16%
19%
23%
14%

Rarely, once or twice a week, three to four times a week, 
1-2 TIMES
21
19
30
26
29

or five to seven times a week?
3-4 TIMES
15 
    14
17
22
17


5-7 TIMES
46
51
34
29
40


DK
*
*
*
*
*


REFUSE
*
--
1
--
--



                         Total       W         Blk        Hisp    Asian

35. Do you use the Internet, either at home or at work?
YES
53%
54%
44%
48%
74%


NO
47
46
56
52
25


DK
*
--
--
*
--


REFUSE  
 *
--
*
--
*


 Total
    W         Blk        Hisp     Asian

36. Are you married, divorced, separated, widowed,
MARRIED

51%
55%
33%
45%
53%

never been married, or living with someone else as a couple?
DIVORCED
11
12
11
7
5


SEPARATED
3
2
6
5
1


WIDOWED
10
11
11
3
3


NEVER BEEN 


MARRIED

20
17
30
29
35


LIVING AS


A COUPLE

4
3
8
10
2


DK

*
--
*
--
1


REFUSE

1
1
*
*
--


                           Total     W          Blk       Hisp     Asian

37. Do you have any children 17 years or younger
YES
37%
33%
47%
52%
37%

living with you in your household?
NO
63
67
53
47
63


DK
--
--
--
--
--


REFUSE
*
*
*
1
--


                         Total       W         Blk       Hisp    Asian

38. How many adults live in your household?
1-2
82%
85%
76%
72%
69%


3-5
17
14
22
26
29


> 5
*
*
*
1
1


DK
--
--
--
--
--


REFUSE
1
*
1
--
*


                      Total           W         Blk      Hisp     Asian

39. What was the last grade of school you
< HS
10%
8%
16%
19%
3%

completed? 
HS GRD
33
34
35
35
16


TECH 


SCH
4
4
3
5
2


SM CLG
24
24
27
22
26


CLG GRD
17
18
12
10
31


GRD WK
11
12
5
7
21


DK/REF
*
*
1
2
1



  Total

40. And what is your race: are you White, Black or
WHITE (Non-Hispanic)
 72%

African American, Asian or Pacific Islander,
BLACK
12
Native American, or something else?
HISPANIC
11

ASIAN
4

OTHER
1

DK/REFUSE
1

                        Total        W         Blk         Hisp    Asian

41. How often would you say you attend services in a
ONCE WK+
16%
15%
24%
16%
8%

Church or a synagogue or elsewhere -- more than once
ONCE WK
27
26
32
32

29

a week, about once a week, at least once a month, a few
ONCE MNTH
14
13
15
16
10

times a year, less often than that, or never?
FEW Xs/YR
20
21
13
18
21


LESS
12
13
8
8
13


NEVER
11
11
7
9
19


DK/REFUSE
*
*
--
*
*


                        Total       W         Blk       Hisp    Asian

42. Are you registered to vote at your current address?
YES
77%
80%
80%
63%
58%


NO
22
20
19
36
41


DK
*
*
*
1
1


REFUSE
*
*
*
--
--


                        Total       W          Blk        Hisp    Asian

43. Did you get a chance to vote in the elections
YES
63%
67%
61%
44%
39%

held in 1998?
NO
36
31
39
54
61


DK
1
1
--
1
1


REFUSE
*
*
*
1
--


                         Total       W         Blk        Hisp     Asian

44. In what year were you born?
18-29
19%
14%
25%
39%
34%


30-44
32
30
34
38
39


45-59
23
25
22
13
14


60+
25
30
18
9
12


REFUSE
1
*
1
1
*


                        Total        W       Blk          Hisp    Asian 

45. Were you born in the United States
U.S.

89%
96%
89%
66%
25%

or in another country?
ANOTHER 


COUNTRY

11
4
10

33
75


DK

--
--
--

--
--


REFUSE

*
--
1

1
*

(Base: N=437: those born in another country)
                        
Total        W       Blk          Hisp    Asian

46. IF BORN IN ANOTHER COUNTRY: How long
< 5 YEARS

11%
4%
10%
13%
13%

have you lived in the United States? 
5-10 YEARS
20
25
21
14
25


10-15 YEARS
13
3
19
17
16


15 OR MORE
55
68
50
56
47


                          Total      W        Blk          Hisp   Asian

47. Were either of your parents born in a country
YES, ONE/BTH

21%
13%
15%
54%
84%

other than the United States?
NO


79
87
84
44
15


DK


*
--
*
1
*


REFUSE


*
--
1
1
*


                       Total         W        Blk         Hisp    Asian      

48. Stop me when I come to the category in 
< $25K

27%
24%
34%
35%
18%

which your total household income fell before 
$26K-$49K

30
31
30
31
28

taxes in 1998.
$50K-$74K

17
19
11
14
16


$75K-$99K

7
7
6
4
9


$100K +

6
6
2
5
11


REFUSE

13
12
16
12
19
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