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June 9, 1999

The Honorable Al Gore
President

United States Senate
‘Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Dennis Hastert
Speaker

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. President and Mr. Speaker:

Consistent with Sec. 210 (fK1XD) of the Census Monitoring Board’s
authorizing statute, we hereby transmit 10 Congress 4 report on local views
Tegarding cemsus preparations.

Over the past several months, we have contacted state and local officials
throughout the country and have encouraged them to give us their input on
the Census Bureau’s operationsl plans for 2000. The response has been
significant, as there appears to be strong bipartisan support for a full and
accurste census that utilizes modem statistical methods to fix the
undercount,

As Wyoming Governor Geringer’s lisison to the Census Bureau put i,
“The post-emumeration survey is & very good thing. .. Statistical sampling
is widely used and practiced throughout the world, md provides a sound,
cost effective means of catimating the population.”

The responses from state and local officials speak for themsetves, and we
are plessed to provide Members of Congress with this information. As we
receive additional input, we will provide copies to your offices.

Sincerely,
7 7 - e
/ZM/ M G AT Cpandre|
GILBERT F. CASELLAS EVERETT M. EH.KLiCH
Presidential Co-Chair Presidential Member
Potsaies &, /4&“\

LORRAINE GREEN

Presidential Member
Enclosures

e Secretary William Daley
Director Kenneth Prewit
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March 15, 1989

Mr. Tony Coelho, Go-Ghair

U.S. Census Monitaring Board
4700 Silver Hill Road, Suite 1250-3
Suilland, M 20746

Dear Mr. Coelho:

| am the administrator of the Division of Economic Analysis, Department of Administration
and information. in addivon, 1 am Governor Geringer's liaison 1o the Census Bureau for the

Census 2000. The Governor has requested that | reply directly to you regarding your letter of
February 6, 1999,

The undercount from the 1990 census hit s pretty hard. In fact, the State of Wyoming
ranked ninth nationwide in total undercount in the 1990 census. In terms of people missed, this
amaunted ta just over 10,000, White this number may not eppear 1o be all that significant, it is 1o
2 state whoss lotal population Is under 500,000. The Census Bureau estimated that the
undercount ¢ost our state between $1.7 and $1.8 million dollars per year in lost federal funding.
In effect, the State o Wyoring mare tunding psovisions for schools, roads, health faciities,

housing, and ather important services for 10,000 additional people that were not counted by the
census in 1990.

Al levels of Wyoming government (state, county, and local) are concerned about
population undercounting and its alfect on federal funding and state revenue distribution. Looking
shead, we've already begun identifying the ways in which we can significantly reduce, of possibly
avaid al togethar, another undarcount crisis with the 2000 census. On February 17° of this year,
Governor Geringer ssued  prodiamation declaring the year 1999 as Census 2000 Awareness
Year. Further, he announced the formatian af the Census 2000 Task Force which exemplifies his
commitment to achiaving the most aceurate and complete count possible In the Census 2000.
This is a partnersnip effort betwean the Census Bureau and key players throughout the state. It
creates a broad network that will facus on the promotion, support, and overall effectiveness ot this
important endeavor. The basic challenge Jacing this group - making suré everyone gets counted!

The post-enumeration survey is a very good thing. In 1990, the Post Census Review
Program affowed municipatities she opporunily fo chellenge prefiminary census counts, if
necessary, befors the Burcaw made them final. In one particular case, this opportunity enabled
the City of Cheyenne to maintain its designation as a Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA). The
preliminacy count indicated Cheyeane was nominally befow the MSA threshotd, tut city officials

EMENSON BUILDING - AOOM 327¢ - CHEYENNE. WYOMING 82002.0060
TECEPHONE: 307-7777604  FAK: 307.777-5852
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were able to prove that the census count was not correct. Had there been no post-enumeration
true-up, Wyorming’s capitol Gity would have fallen short of this designation, a designation that has
had a huge impact on funding matters for Cheyenne.

Lastly, there is the issus of sampling and statistical estimation. 1t seems as though we
want to know exactly how many peaple reside in our fespective states, as well as in the country
as & whole. But, we know that there really is o such thing as a true complete count, or 100
percent accuracy in any census program. This is bacause there are too many dynamic variables!
tis impossible (o locate everyane, keep up with births, deaths, infout migration, new construction,
ete. Statistical sampling and estimation Is widely used and practiced throughout the world, and
provides a sound, cost effective means of estimating population. In an earlier response to co-
chairman J. Kenneth Blackwell's letter, | indicated my support of its adoption for tha Census 2000.

An underaking of this magnitude deserves not only the attention and santiny of all
government officials, but every citizen as well. Although, logicatly spesking, we will naver reach

100 percent acouracy, we should expect to be getting closer Lo that level with each and every
census.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Board on the importance of & post-
enumeration survey, and the impact that population undercounting has had in our state.

Sincerely,

M/z\

Buck MoVeigh, Adminlstrator
Department of Administration and Information
Division of Economic Analysis

e Governar's Office, Rita Meyer
Or. Wenlin Liu, EA Div.
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Presidential Members.

U.S. Census Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Sitver Hill Road

Suitland, MD 20746

Dear Presidential Members :

This letter is in cesponse to your request for the impact of an undercount on the City of Dayton
should Congress not adequately fund the 2000 Census Post-Enumeration Survey adjustment,

Tn 1990, Dayton worked very closely with the Census Bureau 10 assurc an aceurate count for our
city. Due to extensive post-¢cnumeration efforts, Dayton's final 1990 population count increased
by a few thousand persons. However, due to our high poverty rate it s quite likely Dayton still
was undercounted. While Dayton is only 32% of Monigomery County's population, Dayton is
home to 65% of the County's poor. Since those undercounted often are of low-income, any
undescount affects Dayton to a greater degree than many of our suburban neighbars. Dayton is
also home to the University of Dayton and its 12,000 students—another potentially undercounted
group.

We are working closely with the Census Bureau to ensure an accurate count ia 2000, City Staff
checked the mailing list for the 2000 Census questionaaires as part of the LUCA program. Asa
tesult, we added 1800 adaresses to the it and corected many others. Our Complete Count
activities will entail extensive efforts to publicize the importance of participating in the Census.
Despite these efforts, I anticipate thaf our ity will stifl be undercounted in 2000.

An undercount diminishes our ability to have a true picture of our citizens and their needs, Dayton
uses Census data 10 spply for a varicty of grants. Without accurate data, we cannot receive all the
funding we need. Census data arc also used by County agencies to allocate social service dollass.
An undercount means that dollars and services may ot be going to the neighborhoods most in
noed or to all neighborhoods in need. Dayton’s representation Sn regional boards, in the Statc
House, and in Congress s also determined by Consus counts. An undercount artificielly decreases
our representation in these venues.

As Mayor of the City of Dayton, I support an extensive post-enumeration survey after the
traditional census is completed in 2000. Pleasc.cali me at 937-443-3636 if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,

Michael R. umcx, ayor

©  Members of the City Commission
s. Lemmie
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May 12, 1999

Presidential Mambers

U.S. Census Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Silver Rill Road
Suitland, MD 20746

Dear Mr. Coetho, Mr. Caselles, Mr, Ehrlich, and Ms. Green:

1am writing to express my support for the position of the Presidential Members of the
US. Census Monitoring Board regarding an issue of eritical importance to the state of
Washington — the upcoming; year 2000 census. Legislation recently passed by the
United States House of Representatives would require operational changes o the Census
2000 plan that could reducc its timeliness aad offectivencss.

I understand that the Census Bureaw has improved its procedures since 1990 to decrease
the poteatial for undercount. Any legislation that imposes new requirements or restricts
implementation of the Censug 2000 plan at this late datc could have serious consequences
for the census process and could undermine the Burcau’s ability to complete en accurate
&nd timely census.

Washington State depends on an accurate census count for all segments of its population.
The use of modern scientific methods is necessary to achieve this goal. T eddition to the
use of census figures for allocation of federal funds, our educators, policy mokers, and
community leaders depend on decennial census data for plaming, implementation, and
evaluation of government progrems. Therefore, we cannot afford another census that
inaccurately portrays the American people by undercounting significant portions of our

population.

A

Govern

-
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April 27,1999

U.S. Census Mouitoring Board
Presidential Members.

4700 Silver Hill Road Suite 1250-3
Suitland, MD. 20746

Dear Members:

Thank you for the U.S. Census Monitoring Board's February 1, 1999 Report to Cangress and for allowing me an
opportunity to express my concems.

Please know that Mr. Stephan Tisher of your staff met with Ms. Carol Alvarade, my Senior Executive Assistant
in February. Tunderstend they had a very productive meeting. Your findings indicated that the 1990 census was

one of the most expensive census ever and tho first in 50 years that praduced a larger undercount than the
preceding census.

On behalf of the Houston Complete Count Committoe, | recommend that every effort be made ta ensure an
accurste count in Houston. Tn 1990 there was an approximate d.3% undercount rate in Houston aud it is
estimated th! we lost up to §30 million in federal and state funds over the decade. Ifthe 1990 census s an
indicator of the inaccuracy that could oceur in the 2000 census, the City of Houston may loose up to $43 millian
in total funding over the next ten years at a 4.3% undercount rate.

I also want to express my concem gfi having a sufficient number of bilingual enumorators and field
sepresentatives. 1 am awarc that citizenship is not required bv i suggested when applying for jobs with the
Census Burcay. Allowing qualificd lega! residents to b considered for hire during the census 2000 is important
1o Houston. 1 recently discussed this wilh Secretary William M. Daley and have forwarded my comments 1o
Fenncth Prewitt, Director of the Census Burea.

Again, thank you for the information provided in your correspondence. Should any additional information be
necded, piease feol free 1o contact M. Alvarado of my staff al (7)3) 247-2522.

Tle—"

LeffP. Brown
Mayor

LPR:CAih

ce; The Honorable William M. Daley. Secretary of Commerce
Kenneth Prewitt, Director, Bureau of the Census

[ JS——— 7530-0198478-00





[image: image7.png]CITY OF ROCKY MOUNT

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

March 29, 1999

Presidential Members

U, §. Census Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Silver Hiil Road

Suitand, MD 20746

Dear Census Monitoring Buard Members:

The City of Rocky Mounl is very concemed about the passibility of a significant
undercount in Census 2000. Rocky Mount is an wrban center for our two-county area,
whose overall population includes a significant percentage of persons in rural areas.
Rocky Mount provides a base for major secvices being provided to citizens in necd,
including social services, ransportafién and medical services, ete. Our population is
cacially mixed and our Hispanic population is growing. The literaturc concerning the
1990 undercounts emphasizes that these very groups, aad their children, are most likely
0 be undercounted in the traditional cnumeration procass. Adequate funding of the Post-
Enumeration Survey (PES) would better ensure that these citizens arc represented in the
final Census 2000 numbers,

The City of Rocky Mount reccives funding for HUD housiag programs, from formulas
that ase largely based on population composition, and roadway maintenance funding

which s primarly based on tota) population. A significaat undercount would disectly
affleot these programs in an adverse way.

More sigrificant, however, is the potential effect of undercounting citizens who need
govemmental services, and subsequent underfunding of programs designed (o assist those
vudnerable citizens. Chizens in noed will require services whether they are coutled in the
Census or not.  Citizens who live in Rocky Mount becavse of the: proximity to needed
services must be counted in 1o ensure proper allacation of funds among and within the
counties. The only faur way 1 shate The cosls of providing Wose services is to enable

distribution of program funds 1o be made based on the more accurate PES sampling
results.

ONE GOVERNMENT PLAZA - POST Orhce Eox 1180 - ROCKY MOUNT, NOKTH CAROLINA 2780E-1380





[image: image8.png]Presidential Matters
Page 2
March 29, 1999

The City of Rocky Mount supports the funding of the PES program and the use of
sample-adjusted data for purposes other than apportionment

Thank you for the opportunity (o comment o the importance of the Census 2000 and the
propased PES project to this community.

incerely,

: /
{rede uag Do
Frederick E. Tumage Y~

Mayor

m
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March 29, 1999

Presidential Members

U.S. Census Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Silver Hill Road
Suithand, MD 20746

Deax Comumittee Members:

1am pleased to respond to the U5, Census Monitoring Board's request for comments
conceming the potential impact of a laxge undercount on our commynity in the 2000 census.
Huntington is a city of approximately 50,000 residents which serves as an urban center for the
Tri-State region of southwestem West Virginis, southeastern Ohio, and easter Kentucky, As
an urban center, the city contains a disproportionate number of those most likely to be missed
in the upcomiag census - the poor, people with disabilities, and racial minorities.

“The miost aritical effect of an undercount is in zelation to the amount of federal dollars,
particularly Comaunity Development mmkﬁt funds, that aze so critical in order to
provide services and infrastructure improvements to the city's low and moderate income
population. This year, the City of Huntington and neighboting Ironton, Ohio received
Empowerment Zone designation. Our ability to apply for this designation was dircctly related
1o poverty rates as determined by the 1990 census. Again, the population who will most
direcsly benefit from the programs and improvements funded as a result of our Empowerment
Zone status are those mast Ekely to be missed in the 2000 censas.

The City of Huritington wholeheartedly recommends that the Census Burcau utilize a Post-
Enumeration Survey to account for those citizens who past experience tells us will be
overlooked. Otherwise, this undercount will have a negative effect upon all local govemnment's
ability to provide the needed services to meet the needs of our most vulnerable citizens in the
first decade of the Twenty-first Century.

T ha

Jean Dean
Mayor

51297 99-2

WEoT vimGINIA City Hall = P. O Box 1659 « Zip 25717
(304) 696.5540 « FAX (304) 6964493
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March 26, 1999

Mr. Tony Coelha, Co Chair
U.S. Census Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Silver Hill Road
Suitland, Maryland 20746

Dear Mr. Coelho:

We appreciate your diligent, determined and dedicated efforts in securing a complete,
accurate, and timely 2000 census. This information will be extremely useful in
conducting development and demographic research for the City of Greensboro. Census
data has been especially hetpful in securing state and federal funds, developing our
county-wide 2015 Plan, preparing neighborhood plans, transportation forecasting, and as
a primary data source for our internal and external customers.

Locally, we have in cooperation with Guilford County and High Point adopted
resolutions designating April 1, 1999 to April 1, 2000 as census awarcness year, The
Guilford County Complete Count Committee has #so been appointed to aggressively
promote Census 2000. The changing socioeconsnic mix of Greensbora requires that we
count all citizens, particularly, the homeless, minorities, and handicapped. A significant
number of minotities representing various backgrounds have migrated to Greensbaro
affooting the social, cultural, political and economic fabric of our community.

In light of the recent Supreme Court ruling to conduct a traditional census for
apportionment purpascs, we are strongly encouraging the adjustient of the regular count
through the Post Enumeration Survey. As alluded to carlicr, the PES is needed fo correct
the undercount of minorities and children, We realize that more than 8 milkion citizens
were missed in 1990, The PES effort would help to solve this problens.

Again, we thank you for your efforts and look forward to actively participating in Census
00.

20
- o Sincerely,
@au@ e

Carotyn $. Hlien
Mayor

One Bovernmental Plaza, P-O. Box 3136, Greensboro, NC 27402-3136 (336) 373-286
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March 24, 1999

Tony Coelho, Co-Chair
Presidential Members

US Census Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Silver Hill Road
Suitland MD 20746

Dear Mr. Coelho:

1apologize for the delay in responding o your letter of February 6,
1999,

In regard to your inquiry, I do not believe that there would be a
significant undercount in ottr community. We have had an excellent
turnout for our eléctions and, to me, this is indicative of how our
residents would respond to the upcoming census. If the people opt miot
to vote, then that should negate their ability to complain about how the
city is run. 1feel the saT applies to the census - if they do not
participate in the censuf, then they lose the privileges granted them.

However, 1 do feel that the government should usc statistical sampling
to supplement the census for determining federal aid while producing
separate, unadjusted census figures for apportionment only (as outlined
in The New York Times, “Taking Census Two Ways,” January 27, 1999).

Sincerely,
Gl L L
Mayor )

WKK/sms
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March 18, 1999

Presidential Members

U.S. Census Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Silver Hill Road
Suitland, MD 20746

Dear Members:

As Mayor of the Incorporated Village of Freeport, N.Y., I feel it is imperative that
an intensive Post Examination Survey be conducted to correct the inevitable undercount
of minorities, children and undocumented rosidents.

All of us agree that there wig 2 serious undercount in the 1990 Census. This was
certainly true of the Village of Frecport, where, conservative estimates put the undercount
atbetween five to seven thousand. In relation to a total population of just under 40,000
(according 10 the Census Bureau), that is 21 unconscionable result. There is, I'm sure, no
need for me to illustrate to you the serious impact this has had in the acquisition of
federal funds, as.well as state aid. As a result, the provision of adequate government
services, including policing and education, has strained available resources to the limit.

An accurate count of all residents is imperative in the year 2000. Congress,
through its funding mechanism, can help ensurc this. We befieve that  truly accurate
census of Fresport will reflect a population of at leat 50,000 citizens. We, in Freeport,
are willing to commit all available resources to assist the Census Bureau in this daunting
task. Only an accurate count can enzble us to plan and provide for the new miliennium,

7

William F. Glacken |
Mayor

WFGfiot
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March 18, 1999

Tony Cotlho, Co-Chair

U.S, Ceasus Monitoring Board
4700 Silver Ifill Road

Suite 1250-3

Suitland, MD 20746

Dear Mr. Coelho,

Thank you for asking about our views on the 2000 Census. The City of Minneapolis recogrizes how
critical it is that we have the most accurate Census possible.

To that end, we have cstablished 2 Complete Count Committee 1o be local partners with the Census Bureau

10 encourage residents to answer the Census. Despite our best cfforts, we know that not everyone will £l
out his or her Census form. Therefore, we arc

pleased that the Census Bureau proposes fo adjust the
traditional census with a Post-Enumeration Survey. In support of this effort, we would like the opportunity
for local review of the Post-Enumcration Survey results before they are finalized.

In order for the Post-Enumeration Survey to be succsssul, the Census Bureau must receive adequate
funding from Congress to carry out this effort. The investment in accurate data will enable us 1o be more
efficicn, effective, and equitable in our policy and funding decisions. It will also provide data that is
needed by businesses that impact the vitality of our ity through their location and marketing decisions,

In 1990, the undercount in Minneapolis is estimated to be 1.6 percent. While that rate is lower than the
national average, it still means that 2 significant number of peopls were missed. The undercount translates
into $880,000 of lost federal funding every year for the City of Minneapolis. This does not include the loss

of funding to Hennepin County in which Minneapolis is localed. Minncapolis also has a separate Public
Housing Authority that is not included in this figure.

‘e vezpots s
Afirnatve cton Enplye:
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We expect that this Census will be more diffioult 10 canduct than a decade ago duo to changing
demographics and the shortage of workers in this arca. We arc sesing an increase in {mmigrants since the
1990 Census, many of whomt da not speak Eaglish. We are slsa soeinig an increase in the number of
homless women and children. Furthermore, our unemployment rate is less than 2 percent making it
difficult to hire enumerators. Becausc of the increased difficulty in counting these and other populations,
the need for a post census adjustment will be more important than in the past

Tappreciate receiving & copy of yaur Last repart to Congress and look forward to seeing your next report. If
you have any further requests, please fecl free (o contact me.

Sincerely,

.

Sharon Sayles Beltdh
Mayor

S$8B/vaw
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March 15, 1599

Presidential Members

U. 5. Census Monitoring Board
4700 Silver Hill Road, Suite 1250-3
Suitland, MD 20746

Attention: Tony Coelho, Co-Chair
Dear Mr. Coelho:

Thank you for your correspondence concerning the manner in which the year 2000 census will be
taken. On behalf of the City of Lake Charles, we concur that it is vital to our community that every
individual be counted in the upcoming census. We cancur that a Post-Enumeration Survey is critical
1o corvect for the inevitable differential undercount of minocities and children. We concur in the plans
for that Post-Enumeration Survey as well as the professional advertising campaign to encourage
greater public involvement. We would also encourage you as Presidential Merbers to natify all con-
govemmental organizations who represent stakeholders in having, thoroughly accurate census
undertaken, Any ways that we can fully communicate through the public media as well as
governnent and various comghuaity arganizations will ensure 2 more accurate census count in the
year 2000.

Tank you for conacting me with the update on this most eritieal matter 1o our community. With
best segards, [ am

Yous very wroly,

Tt ot

LIE L MOUNT
Meyor
City of Lake Chastes

WLM/dI

“Moving Forward Together” &
[ T
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Norman T. Musial, Mayor

March 15, 1999

US Census Monitoring Board
4700 Silver Hill Road

Suite 1250-7

Suitland, MD 20746

RE: Census 2000

Dear US Census Board:

We would like to expross our suppor of the US Census Menitoring Board and your stand
on having an accurate full count for the 2000 census. It is important to each and every
community Jocal and across the United States to have accurate records. It is additionally
important since we are relying on the data obtzined from the census for a period of ten
years, sa it docs need to reflect accurate numbers and information.

Qur community is prepared to participate in a full aad accurate count for the 2000
Census. We have requestcd throughout the community volunteers to help participate
with census and we have the Administrative Assistant o the Mayor, Mary E. Creadon in
charge of the census for the City of North Olmsted.

We support your continded efforts to Congress and the Administrtion on this full end
accurate count for the 2000 census.

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE 4 DIFFERENCE!
%ﬁ a ) M

" Norman T. Musial
Mayor

NTM:me

cc. All Members of Council

“Together We Can Make A Difference!”
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Presidential Members

US Census Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Silver Hill Road
Suitland, MD 20746

Dear Board Members:

Thank you for the copy of your Report fo Congress, February I, 1999. The report’s coverage of the recent
Supreme Court decision regarding the use of the traditional census to reapportion the US House of
Representatives in the year 2000 showed that this method of measuring population will have an impact on the
counting of Johnson City's population. The requirement of a statistically adjusted count for all other purposes
(ie. redistricting within the S0 states and the distribution of federa! funds) would mitigate the undercount of our
‘population.

As mentioned in the report, an undercount of papulation is a given fact with each decenial census with
minorities and children contributing significantly to the undercount. Although itis a small percentage of total
population (7% non-white in 1990), the minority population of Johnson City is continuing 1o grow. This will be
reflected in the 2000 Census. Depending on the size of the undercount, those who are not counted could mean
e loss of government funds for Johnsan City,

If the populaticn totals are adjusted through the proposed Post-Enumcration Survey (PES), it will mean Johnson
City will receive its fair so}zre of federal (and possibly state) funds as the PES will probably indicate 4 more
accurate, higher populatio for the city.

Lagree that statistical analysis and projection can il in the missing gaps in data collected. The PES would give
a better picture of the population cspecially with the reality of the traditional undercount. As mayor of Johnson
City, Tennessce, | would like to express our support for the use of the PES during the 2000 Consus.

Sincerely,

ara

Bob May
Mayor

MUKICIFAL - SAFETY BUILDING. JOHNSON CITY, TENNESSEE 37601
(a23) 9299171

57997 99-2
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March 11, 1999

Presidential Members

U.S. Ceasus Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Silver Hitt Road
Suitland, Maryland 20746

Gentlemen:

‘The City of Independence, Missouri, is very concemed that a full and accurate Census 2000 be completed
for the United States. The City has dedicated significant stafT timo and effort to participate in the 1598 and
1999 Local Updase of Censtis Address (LUCA) Programs as well as participation in local and vegional
connpletz count committees due to the importance of this matter.

‘The impact of 2 significant undercount in our community is two fold. First, the census is & key 0ol used in
determining the boundasics of Loca!, Siate and Federa! District Boundarics. These boundarics potentially
effiet the reprosentation of lasge mumbers of our citizens and our community interssts. Socondly, the eity
relis heavily on distribution of federal funding based on population and the demographic characteristics of
our population. Tn addition to federal fanding concers, we have an enterprisc zone and ather neighborhood
programs that arc selfant upon accurate demographic data, These issues arc very important to the
ectiveness of our ovation govertnent, We would encourage sy activities that will hecy-the dsia o
which these many programs are based readily available and accurate,

We tealize the importance of the Post-Enumeration Survey (PES) to the continued effectiveness
af our local programs. Please encaurasc the Congress and President ta fund the Post-Eaumeration Survey
CPES). This susvey will assure that al prople are fairly sepresemied by the 2000 Census.

F. Stewart
Mayor

11 E Maple 5. Independence. Missouri 64050 @ §16-325.7030 Fax 816-325-7012

et oo
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Presidential Members.

USS. Census Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Silver Hill Road
Sutland, MD 20746

Raja Adai:

Thank you for requesting input regarding & Post-Enumeration Survey (PES) for the year 2000
cemsus. There is traditionally no attempt by the U.S. Ceasus Bureau to measare undercount on Guam
ar ta adjust enumerated counts. T have not been notificd that this palicy is under sevicw.

The U.S. Census Bureau is required by law to conduct a decennial census for Guam; however,
census results do not determine Guam's ropresentation in Congress. Guam is allowcd one electad
non-vating representative to the House of Representafives and no representative in the Senate,
irespectivo of the size of our total population. In addition, Guan's population is ot included in the
total U.S. popilation for most purposes.

The decennial census remains anc of our most jmportant statistical programs for local planning
purposes and for participation in federal aid prograss. Because of its importance, [ belicve the
Census Bureau should do more to verify the socuracy of the census on Guam. I the year 2000,
certain categorics of low-income persons and minorities. sueh as undocumented immigrants from
China and elsewhere and legal migranis from neighboring islnds in Micronesia, are anticipated to
e extremely diflicult to count aceurately. If Congress decides 1o fund a PES after the traditional
census, T believe Guam should be inelnded in that progresm

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require further information.

Sincery, \

ELEINE Z. BORDALLO
‘Acting Governgrof Guam

Post Office Box 2950, Agana. Guam 96910 » (67114720931 » Fax, (6711477-GUAM
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Mazch 10, 1999

US Census Monitoring Board
Presidential Members

4700 Silver Hill Road
suice 1250-3

Suitland, MD 20746

Dear Board Members:

This letter is in response to your lctter sent on February
6, 1999, concerning the Post Enumeration Survey (PSE). We agree
With your analysis that the PSE is essential for a fair and
accurate court in our community.  HWe estimate that the 1990
criginal count missed nearly 10 percent of our population
(approximately 8,000 pecple) .

Fortunately, the PSE in 1990 helped us reclaim some of that
lost count. We feel without the PSE in the 2000 Census, we will

have no recourse in claiming citizens in our community. This
could be devastating to our community since federal funds are
allocated ob population totals.  We support any efforts your

Board takes in preserving this vital function of the US Census
Bureau.

TC/85t
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RANCHO CUCAMONCA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
March 9, 1999

Presidential Members

U.S. Census Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Silver Hill Road
Suitland, MD 20746

Honorable Board Members:

Thank you for the apporturity o sharc our City’s thoughts on the importance of an accurate
Census count in Rancho Cucamonga and the necessity for a Post-Enusmeration Survey (PES)
to insure that any undercounts can be minimized.

1n 1990, the City of Rancho Cucamonga was undercounted by at least]4,000 persans. Over
the past ten years this has meant the loss of revenue from state and federal programs which
used Census population figures in their formulas. It shouldn’t be surprising that those
‘populations traditionally undercounted arc also the ones that face the biggest impacts. An
example is the Community Deyelopment Block Grant Program (CDBG). This program is
designed to help economicallyMisadvantaged ncighborhoods, precisely the areas that afe
subject to the highest undercount, and the level of funding is tied in part to population. An
undescount in the project area means fewer CDBG fimds and undermines the very goals
established by the federal government for this program.

To help insure that Rancho Cucamonga is able to serve all of its residents and to help insure
that we have the necessary rcsources, it is vital that there be an accurate Census. Rancho
Cucamonga shares the View of many experts when we sy that a PES is essential to minimize
the negative impacts of an undercount here and across the country. Thank you again, for
taking the time to consider these comments.

Sincerely,

Wiltiam J. Alegafider
Mayor

‘WIA/dab

<c City Council

Jack Lam, AICP, City Manager m

10500 Civic Cenler Dive = P.O.Box 807+ Roncho Cucamonga, CA 91729 « (909) 477-2700 + FAX (909) 477-2646
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March 9, 1999

Tony Coclho
U, Census Monitoring Board
4700 Sitver Hill Rd.
Suitland, MD 20746

Dear Mr. Coelho:

Thank you for sending a copy of your February 1, 1999 report. The City i
agreement with many ideas expressed in your report

The City recognizes that the only way to conduct a fair and accurate census is
through the use of statistical sampling. We support the idea of modifying the
Census Act to permit the use of sampling for congressional apportionment.
Regardless of this statutory change, it is essential that the Census Bureau use
sampling to adjust the Census for all non-apportionment uses of the Census,

1tis eritical that the appropriste methodology s used for adjustments. The
estimated undercount detived from demographic analysis exceeds the
undercount derived from the 1990 Post Enumeration Survey (PES). This
indicates that the PES captured only a portion of the undercount., A
combination of the two methods should be used.

In 1990, approximately 8 miliion poople were undercounted and 4 million
people were overcounted, Discussions on improving the Census always center
on reducing the undercount. The City is concemed that efforts are made to
reduce the overcount.

‘The City agrees with your recommendtion to allocate personnel and
advertising dallars to arcas with histerically high undercount ratcs. The City
also agrees that Congress should fund efforts to develop comprehensive
address lists and maps on an on-going basis.

The City appreciates your efforts to cnsure a fair and accurate Census. 1f you
need any assistance, please contact Don Davis of my staff at (312) 744-1085.
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

March 5, 1699

Presidential Members

U.8. Census Monitoring Board
4700 Silver Hill Road Suite 1250-3
Suitland, MD 20746

Dear Presidential Mernbers:

Thank you for your letter and report to Congress dated February 6, 1999
regarding the Gensus Monitoring Board. Recently, the City Coundil approved as
alegislative priority, the use of sampling in the 2000 Census.

Like you, 1 recognize the extreme importance of an accurate census count to fair
reprepentation of citizens at the federal and state level. San Antonio is
extrefely concerned that if our city's population is undercounted, we stand to
tose both federal and state funds. !t is estimated that the City lost approximately
$142 million in federal funds due to the undercount of approximately 38,000
citizens. The Gity of San Antonio is ready and willing to participate in your efforts
to ensure all citizens an accurate count.

If you have any questions about my comments or if you would Tke to discuss this
issue in more detall, please feel free to contact me at (210) 207-7060. | look
forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Howard W. Peak
Mayor

- CITY OF Sal ANTONIO TEXAS
4 CITY HALL (210) 207-7
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 762633966 210)

FAX (210) 207-4077
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March 2, 1999

Presidential Members
U.S. Census Moanitoring Board, Suite 1250-3
4700 Silver Hill Road
Suitland, MD 20748

SUBJECT: POST-ENUMERATION SURVEY (PES)

Dear Members.

The City of Sanford, Florida is a community of upwards of 40,000
persons (ocated just north of Orando. Sanford, with its unique
sociogconomic profile, is greatly concerned about the Census and the Post-
Enumeration Survey (PES). Specifically, Sanford has targe minority and
poor populations that make it stand out in an etherwise affluent county with
six otfrer cities that are generally upper-midale and upper income. We have
1he highest millage rate in the surrounding area.

With numerous homes in our poorest neighborhoods experiencing
overcrowding, Sanfard is the type of community for which PES is designed.

Accordingly, we believe that PES is a beneficial program that should be
ully jmy ted,

Very yours,

?

LAD/de
e City Commission
City Manager





[image: image25.png]Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians

March 2, 1999

Presidential Members

US. Census Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Silver Hill Road
Suitland, MD 20746

Dear Members:

“"The 1990 census was the first to be less accurate than the one before it Census Burean
evaluatlons revealed that about § million peaple were missed, while another 4 million were
counted tlce. The aceuracy of the 1990 census also varied greatly among population
subgroups including American Indians. About 4.5 percent of all Indians (aearly 175,000
People) weren't” counted, The census missed 12.2 percent of Indians living on reservations.
Like all children, Indian children were missed at & higher rate; 602 percent were left out of
the census. And young Indian mates (age 18-29), like fheir peers in other population
subgroups, were more likely to be missed: 6.4 percen weren't counted."

American Indians will not settle for a similar undercount in the Year 2000.

‘The Affiliated Tribés of Northwest Indians are hopefu! that Congress will allow the Census.
Bureau to cotrect for the Census undercount in the statistical manner recommended by the
Bureau's professiorial staff and the nonpartisan experts at the National Academy of Scicnces.

In January the U.S. Supreme Court held that the Federal statute prohibits the use of sampling to
determine population for purposcs of apportionment of Congressional seals among the states.
The decision ensures that the Census Bureau will conduct a traditional census.

However, an accurate census count goes beyond reapportionment and redistricting. Census data.
are also used to allocate billions of dollars in Federal 2id to states, counties, cities, and Indian
tribal governments. The information also is needed to asscss the well-being of American Indians

and other Native people who maintain a unique trust relationship with the Federal government by
virtue of treaties and statutes.

222 NW Davis - Suite 403 « Portland, Oregon 97209
Phone: (503) 241-0070 + Fax: (503) 241-0072





[image: image26.png]American Indians and Alaska Natives have a significant stake in the outcome of the 2000 census.
Today's socio-economic indicators demonstrate, many Indian Tribes must still rely on Federal
assistance programs to help improve ecanomic opportumities and kiving conditions on
reservations: A significont portion of Federal aid 1o these Tribes is based on the information
collected in the census. Federal programs that distribute aid to Ametican Indians and Alaska

Natives are based in whole or in pat on census data include the Job Training Partnership Act,
Grants to Local Education Agencits for Indian Education, Special Programs for the Aging, and
Family Violence Prevention and Services.

The Post-Enurueration Survey (PES) is crucial in order to improve the census process which will

Icad 1o # fairer and more accurate count of the American Jndian and Alaska Native population in
2000.

erely,

oles K. Ojgon
Exesutive Director
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March i, 1999

Presidential Members

U.S. Ceasus Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Silver Hill Road
Suitland, MD 20746

Dear Presidential Members,

1 om wiiting 1o express my support for funding for the Post-Esumeration Survey as part
of the 2000 Census.

The City of Florissant, becauze it has & popuation of over 50,000, is an entitlenent
gratec under the federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program. This
means that Florissant deals directly with HUD in administering the CDBG Program.

A large undercount in the 2000 Census could jeopardize Florissant’s status as an
entitlement grantee. In addition, an undercount would reduce the amount of funding

Florissant yeceives for other federal formula grants,

For these reasons I support your efforts to fund the Post-Enumeration Survey for the 2000
Census.

Tf you have any questions or need mare informatian please call me at {314) 9215700,

CITY HALL - 3215700 POLICE DEPT. . §31-7000 PARK DEPT. . 9214466 MUNICIPAL COURT - 821,32
965 FUE ST FRANCOIS 170 NORTH HIGHWAY &7 8 CI¥IC GERTER DAIVE 955 AUE ST, FRANGOIS
FUDRISSANT, MISSOURI 691 FLORISSANT, MISSOURI 6303 FLORISSANT. MISSOURI 63033 FLORISSANT, MISSOURI 63631

Fax ‘sz FAX 8387500 FAx 837872

ToD g9 5122
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os Schreiver, Mayor

Larry Mishkin, Vice Mayor
John E. Mckaye
Karen L. Robarts
Warc L. Sultanof

March 1, 1989

Presidential Members
Census Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Silver Hili Road
Suitland, MD 20746

Dear Board Members:

After reviewing your correspondence dated February 6, 1999, the City of
Tamarac, Flotida continues to support the Census efforts to improve the
accuracy of the year 2000 Census through 2 total head count and a statistica!
adjustment (Post Enumeration Survey) for any possible counting inaccuracies. [
say this as'a Mayor of a City that will not substantially benefit from other areas
having their undercounts reduced. The City of Tamarac does not have a high
percentage of minorities, young children, or recent immigrants, and it had only a
small estimated undercount in 1990.

If1may be of further assistance in this matter, please do not hesitate to
contact my office at (954) 724-1220.

Respectfully yours,

CJos Schreiber, Mayor
City of Tamarac

< City Manager
City Attoney
Director of Community Development

5030011

Equal Opportunity Empioyar
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February 25, 1999

Presidential Members.

U.8. Census Monitoring Board
4700 Sitver Hill Road

Suite 1260-3

Suitland, Maryland 20746

Dear Ladies/Gentlemen:

tam writing in response to your February 6, 1999 letter regarding the Post-Enumeration
Survey. After the 1990 census, the City of Newport News' population was adjusted to
include the crew of the U.S.8. Abraham Lincoln, who were then living in the City but
were missed by the initial count. This adjustment increased the City's 1990 population
by 1,394, from 170,045 to 171,439. Because of this experience, | know that the Post-
Enumeration Survey will be essential for an accurate count of the City’s population in
the year 2000. Therefore, the Cily of Newport News fully supports the Post
Enumeration Survey and the Census Bureau's traditional follow-up plans and coverage

improvement programs nder Track I, to avoid undercounting our population in the
2000 decennial census.

Sincerely,

N

Joe S. Frank
Mayor

JSM:oar
P

erumersn vy

Copyto:  City Manager

2490 WasuinGTon AVENUE NewrorT NEWS Vincinia 23607 Tew (757) 026-8403
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February 24, 1999

Presidential Members

U.8. Censua Monitoring Boerd
suite 1250-3

4700 silvar Rill Road
Suitland, MD 20746

Dear Board Members:

I am wriking to express my gupport for the Post-Enumeration Survey
and any and all other techniques that will help our community get the
accurate count that we need and seeerve. We foel we were mignificantly
undercounted i 1990.

since that time, at City expense, we have undertaken a @pecial
census which was very helpful in increasing our population mumbers.
Hopefully, this will not be mecessary after the 2000 caneus is
conpleted.

We alzo want to urge the U.. Cemaus Honitoring,Board to camtinue
to encourage census takers to work closely with local governments. This
type of collaboration is wbsolutely essentisl to gerting an accurate
count. In agdition, our offer of partmership will help assure the

effactive and efficient ensmeration procesa. To date, wa have not bad
adequate contact with local enuncrators

Thanks for taking this message to the Censue authorities on our

behalf. Please let me know if I can be of further assistance in this
regard.

very truly yours

Charles W. Scholz

Mayor
cws:1n

ey Pasec
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Miramat, Florida
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March 1, 1999

Presidential Members

U, Census Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Silver Hill Road
Suitland, MD 20746

RE: Census enumeration

Dear Members:

Since the census was last conducted, our City's population has grown
dramatically. By next year, we arc projected to have an increase of
16,000 persons or 40% since 1990, A substantial portion of this increase
is comprised of persons Who are new to Broward County and to this
Country, It is vital that the Census account for every resident, new and
old, to assure that adequate funding is provided for their specific needs
and that they are represented equitably. Unfortunately, persons who are
new to this country historically have failed to respond to the census
questionnaire in greater frequency then their domestic counterparts. The
solution to this situation is that one must statistically correct for this
undercount.  Studies have shown that cortain statistical methods,
including sampling, play an important mlte in ensuring accurate
enumeration. It is due to these factors that I urge you to take whatcver
steps are necessary, including the possibility of statistica! sampling, to

ensure that an accurate and complete enumeration of Miramar’s citizens
is achieved.

Sincerely,

Ui S Qtetbtenor

William J. Estabrook,
City Manager

ce: Mayor Vieki Coceano

‘Wazir A. Ishmael, Ph.D., Community Development Director
File

MADRE Reports 8 Agends Packeteloters\Census - ro-sampling eter 021 60904
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February 22, 1999

Presidential Members

.S, Census Monitoring Board
Suite 1250-3

4700 Silver Hill Road
Suitland, MD 20746

Dear Presidential Members:

Thank you for alerting me to the Post-Enumeration Survey (PES) situation, Accurate
census data is of critical importance to our ity as it plans for service provision into the next
decade. Accurate data is especially important since all city projections for the next ten years are
based on the census data. By the end of the decade, city projections are zlready prone to ecror
since the projections are based on eight or nine year-old data. This problem will be exacerbated if
the ceasus data s inaccurate to begin with.

Many state funding programs use formules based on cities populations, Without an
accurate census papulation, cities ntay be underfunded over the next decade through these
formulas. It is also important for cities to be cognizent of changes in soclal and demographic
factors. Without the eensus, cities have little ability t0 obtain this information on their own
‘without substantial cost. Hawever, this information is critica! to city governments sttempting to
provide efficient aid effective services into the twenty-first century.

Thank you again for alerting me of this situation. O behalf of the Apple Valley City
Council, I would like to express my support for & PES.

Sincerely,

N

Home of the Minnesota Zoological Garden
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February 19, 1999

Me. Tony Coelha, Co-Chair

U.§. Census Monitoring Board

Suite 1250-3, 4700 Silver Hill Road
Suitland, MD 20746

Dear Mr. Coelho:

Thenk you €07 the information and U.S. Census Monitoring Boatd
Report to Congress, February 1, 1999. 1 appreciate the
information and your efforts to emsure accurate census
population count® throughout the nation.

I would hope that Congress would first provide sufficient funds
to enable the Census Bureau to conduct an accurate survey, and
second, enable the Census Bureau to wake adjustments to the
count as recommended by professionsls.

Again, thank-you_for keecping me apprised of the status of
Census 2000 and the activities of the U.B. Census Monitoring
Boazd.

Sincerely,

sképhen K. Yomashiro
MAYOR
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February 23, 1999

Mr. Tony Coclho

Co-Chair, Presidential Members

Urited States Census Monitoring Board
4700 Silver Hill Road

Suite 1250-3

Suilland, MD 20746

Dear Mr. Coelho:

1 am in the process of reviewing the correspondence between the Census
Bureau and the past administration. My knowledge of what is discussed in the
report s getting better, but is not up to speed with other aisans that have baen

dealing with the Census for the pasl few years. ! hope that my questions are nol
too redundant.

1 commend the efforts of the Board on your thorough research and obvious hard
work, but why was this effort done twice? | understand that there are two distinct
aroups of sppointees, four by the President and four by Congress; but bath
reports state that the purpose of the census is for enumeration for
reapportionment. If we are all working toward this same goal, then why must we
exert dual effarts for the same reason?

Upon studying both reports, | found one major question. Why do they give
practically the exact opposite views on the same information? This is quite
confusing. | fully comprehend that agreeing on information can be difficult, but to
this extent is hard to understand.

Oieiion of mergarermments ane Cormmnity Retabon
1205 Fencietan Stmar, Room 471
Calumtia, Soutn Caraina 26201
(803) 734.5405 (ffie) (803) 734-4560 (1 olosd@govoepp sate 3t (-addss)

e or Eacune
Pour av Pasoamut





[image: image35.png]Governor Hodges has expressed his enthusiasm to be involved in the census
process. This census’s accuracy is of the utmost importance for South Carolina.
We trust that an accurate census and cooperative effort is what we all want. 1
loak forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,

Somaes

Thomas Spratt
Deputy Director
Intergovermental Relations
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