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The mission of this organization is to work with others in social and political action in order to safeguard our Constitutional rights. We
will work to help America find peaceable solutions to world problems while strengthening democracy at home.



Reach Out America’s Position Statement
on the Interim Recommendations of the Citizens’ Health Care Working Group

We offer our own comments below as a set of ideas that we hope you will take into consideration in
developing your own responses:

Reach Out America agrees with the picture presented by the Citizens Health Care Working Group
of our health care system as "unintelligible for most people." We too share the view that health care
in our country has become a "rigid system with a set of ingrained operating procedures that long
ago became disconnected from the mission of providing people with humane, respectful and
technically excellent health care."

Our country spends nearly two trillion dollars on health each year yet fails to provide health
insurance coverage for 46 million people each year. While public budgets in many states and
localities are buckling under the burden of heath care costs, our health care system continues to
provide care of lower quality than many other pations. Eighteen thousand people in our country die
unnecessarily each year because of their lack of health insurance coverage.

Reach Out America believes that the American health care system requires fundamental reform.
These are the principles that should guide such reform:

Universal and equitable coverage for all

Comprehensive benefits and quality health care providing a full range of services
effective in preventing illness and improving health

Affordable costs and equitable financing

Administrative simplicity and sensibly organized work

Accountability to the public to be served and to the service providers

A strong public health system

These principles inform our comments on the interim recommendations of the CHCWG:

Recommendation 1 and 2. It should be public policy that all Americans have affordable
health care.

We agree strongly. However, this CHCWG recommendation is immediately followed by two
qualifiers: a) All American should have access to a set of core health care services. b) Financial
assistance will be available to those who need it.

We disagree with both qualifiers. Attempting to identify "core" services apart from other services
opens up a set of conflicts and conundrums in deciding which services are "essential" and which are
not. A two- tier system would emerge with inevitable discriminatory characteristics. Any system
that would require "financial assistance” would introduce means testing, with all its wasteful
expenditures in time and money in eligibility determination, fraud investigation, and public
assistance grant interviews.

Reach Out America believes that our country needs a universal, publicly financed system of



national health insurance that will make health care available to everyone. We believe that this
country has the financial means to do this if existing expenditures are redirected to give priority to
patient care and the administrative costs are reduced to the three percent level of our current
Medicare system.

Recommendation 3. Guarantee financial protection against very high health care costs

We disagree. A comprehensive system of care which is publicly financed should provide access to
the full range of services without any need for special "catastrophic" coverage. Providing ready
access to low-cost primary care can reduce the need for high cost acute treatment on an emergency
basis. Providing adequate follow-up care can reduce the need for rehospitalization.

Recommendation 4. Support integrated community health networks

We agree. Such networks are an efficient, community-supportive way of providing services.
Recommendation 5. Promote efforts to improve quality of care and efficiency

We agree. We already have a good model for a universal, publicly financed system in many aspects
in the work of the health programs of the Veterans Administration. The most effective way to
measure quality and eliminate wasteful administrative costs is through the establishment of a
universal health care system that is publicly financed.

Recommendation 6. Fundamentally restructure the way that palliative care, hospice care
and other end-of-life services are financed and provided, so that people living with advanced
incurable conditions have increased access to these services in the environment they choose.

We agree. People need to be treated humanely throughout their lives, including the kind of
assistance attendant to end-:of-life care.

A final recommendation from Reach Out America

Action by Congress to move toward universal health care is urgently required. The system of
employer-provided health insurance is breaking down. The quality of life of the American people is
being endangered as health care costs consume more and more of the income of working people.
These costs are the single most important reason for personal bankruptcy.

Our businesses are increasingly at a disadvantage in competing with those of other industrial
countries where the cost of health care is much less and is spread more fairly across the population.

We need not replicate the efforts of the last decade where the Clinton Administration invented
whole new structures in proposals to extend health care that went nowhere. Our country already has
a working structure that can serve as a foundation for extending health care for all, and that is
Medicare. While improvements in Medicare are necessary, particularly with respect to Medicare
Part D, we believe that we can begin to extend Medicare to new populations and over a reasonably
short time, cover everyone.



TZ0L1 AN 92N 18240 LS0TIT XOd ‘O'd
WO [0EDEIIO W EIN0YIT

BILIDWY N0 YordY

BOLIOWY
QO yoeay

SIBYD-0D)

13[]37 eieqleq
UIISUId A\ UKJOAT
Z1lemyos 3110dey)
daaqz|eg suoQg
B[RS A1pUBS

10y uosdwoy . sApein
AUIBWIOY ADIYS,
P1aYy SeouBLq,
[eaydey 381N
Ieaking Ay1040(]
U3s0d uesng

U210 duef
ernbsapaq uesp
utjdey) a8ie N
Jopsnag sifj€yd
10Y09¢] 19LIRY

TJALLININOD HALLNDHXH

"TZOI1 AN "MOaN 1LVA¥D LS07ZZ XOH 'O'd
WO [0E@ eI WEINO0YII

BILIDWY N0 YordY

114 At |

4 auoyg

SSaIppV

aweN

:uoljeULIOUI JoyNNY

J0,] "S3NSSI [BUOIJBU pUR J]B)S [BIO] Ul PIAJOAUL
AJ]2A1358 3q 03 Anunuioddo ayl noA sepiaoad
Jey) seak € 00'$T$ JO d3reyd B 1 312Y T, "0£01 |
AN "19SSBYURIA “PBOY YO0 J919yS 8F O0Y
19112y 18 uonefaiSuo)) Isl|esIoAIU] ueLRIIUuN
Ay} Je YIUOW B 32UO S)32W BOLISUIY INO Yoesy

dIHSHAIINAN

SO



TTOLT AN OIP9N 18310 L6QTTT X0d 'O'd
uod’joew)edridurelnoyda

BILIDWY N0 YoBdYy

SIUSAT yoeannQ Jolej\y  «
Sol_qITT IALD .
uondsly 9007 =

BIPSN YL =
uoneoNpy =

SNVId RINLAA

beifuriepy

aJe)S pue yoiny) jo uoneredog
WLIOJOY UOIdd[q u

a1eD Y)jeoH/AuNoeg [e100§  «

‘afe saqLIold JusLIng S BOLIBWY 1NQ YoBIY .,

VANIOV INTIAND

. Awoy e Adesdowdp Suluay)sSudays

Ay sudjqoad pprom 0} suolnjos

Injadead pury eduwy djdy o) om

111M M “J19yliny “s1y3ry jeuoiIniysuo)) ano
plengajes 0) 4opao ut uonde jedjod pue
[BID0S UT SI3YI0 YHM HIOM 0] ,, JUSWIWIWIOD
Ino 1no sjjads uoissiu unQ ‘epuage

Ino uo osje si beaj jo uorzednaoo ay pue

Jem du} 01 pud ue 10j Ful|ed UOIY ‘dJE]S pue
younyo jo uoneredas ay) Jo UOISOD 3y JusAdd
0} pue ‘pajuUnod sj 9J0A AJ9AI B} 0S WO
1013292 J0J AqqO| 0) AILINJAS [BI120S dALsaLd
o} Bupyom A[2anoe s1 dnosd ayj "moid

01 sanuuod diysiaquiati s, eaLlBWY InQ
oBaYy,, ‘SHBYd-0)) St PIoY UBL] puR JUIRLIOY
A3111YS Yl A\ "uoljeu Ino SulIUOYUOD SINSS|
[B11A 3y] Buissaippe ul sA1108 KIS 0) pajuem
pue BdlaWYy doeg e ,, Ul Joyago) payom
pey dnou3 siy ], "uonoa|a [eluapIsaid $00Z
3} JoYE POULIO) SeM  BILIWIY 1NQ Yor3Y.,

VOIdIAY 110 HOVAY

uBredures

jeizuapisald ay3 1o} 000°00 1§ JO SS9OXa Ul
pasiel ‘saijred 95§30 pue B3 [RI9AS Ynm Suoje
Yolym “I1ay30iq s 81epIpued Y] ‘K119 uosswe)
paanjesj Jasieipunj Jofew vy -3ulsrerpuny

pue sa)eIs paisajuod ui SutuSredwes 100p

01 J00p “Buruoyd *Krunuwuod syl o3 uoINGLYSIp
10J sjelreew Sujjeald alom saniAnoe Auew
s.dnoud ay) Suowy 193011 sprempg/ALIad]

31 10913 0) sem asodind sy ‘uesied

uou Ja%uof ON °, BoLIAWY Yorg 3ve],, SWedsq
JeUl WSS 3Y) Woly padiaws jey) uopeziuesio
YL 3N 18310 JO |4 yrag s|duia],

JO uospiAB(g swosR[ 1qqeY pue pue|s| uo

JO dduBI|]Y YIBLISIUL 94} JO 1USPISAI] ‘Suan]
FRIAL PUSISASY JY ] ‘a1e1S AN JO 33pnf joiyD
Jau1I0} “19]1UoR AN [0S J[qRIOUCH 2yl papnjoul
s1aeads "saiarjod 1seq SfppIA PUe d1ISSWOp
‘ug1a10} s, A1Unod sy} passappe sjoued

3yl "ANunuwiilod ayy o} aduenodwi Jo sonssi
FuISSNOSIp SUSZIIO PaLIaVUOD (O J9A0 Fuimelp
$007 0 Aepy Ul 20B[d j003 Yotym Jeuwas
uesilied uou e *_ eonldwy InQ deads,, jeuiSio
3 JO Y1MOoJTINO ue S EdLIBWY INQ) Yoeay,,

AYOISIH



